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God’s work. Our hands. 
 

DECEMBER 2014 

 
Pastor’s Ponderings  

 
 Greetings! 
 
As I am writing this, it is snowy and cold outside, 
even though in a few short days we will be 
celebrating Thanksgiving with family and 
friends. Then we have the four weeks of Advent, 
as a gift from God to help us reflect, slow down 
and to keep us from being sucked into the 
mayhem that is part and parcel of our society's 
celebration of Christmas. 
 
The word Advent literally means "coming." It 
concerns the arrival of a notable person, place or 
thing. As Christians, we look to Christmas, when 
we celebrate the Lord's coming to earth and 
being born as a human baby and we look 
forward to his return as our victorious Lord.  
 
On a personal note, my daughter Sarah is getting 
married on 12/13/14 in Rochester, and yes they did 
that on purpose. I will be taking vacation time before 
and after the wedding. She is marrying a wonderful 
Christian man and we are very excited and happy for 
them. We look forward to Nick becoming part of our 
family.  
 
As I write this, we are in Snowvember, as the 
media has dubbed it. Looking at all the reports 
and pictures from the Buffalo area, however, it 
seems to be mid-winter. We continue to pray for 
all those affected by the vast amounts of snow 

and whatever damage to homes or loss they may 
have experienced. In such times, I am reminded 
of a Christmas hymn with the title, "Cold 
December Flies Away,"—at least we hope so. Let 
these words from this hymn be a reminder of 
God's goodness in this holy season and always: 
 
  "But, when all seemed lost in night, 
came the sun whose golden light 
  brings unending joy, brings the 
endless joy  
  of our hope, highest hope, of our 
hope's bright dawning, 
  Son belov'd of heaven" 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship #299) 
 
Blessings to each and every one of you. May you 
know the Lord's presence in a very special way 
throughout the coming days. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 

Pastor Ivy 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Bethel, please talk with Pastor Ivy. 

 
You are in my prayers. Each week I will be focusing on 

a different member and their family. I will let you know 

when you are especially being prayed for.    Pastor Ivy 
 

 

Going on a trip? Let Pastor Ivy know so we can bless 
you on your way. 

http://www.bethelportvilleny.org/
http://www.upstatenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


 

 
 
In a past December issue of Stewardship there 

was a moving story about a child who wanted to 
give a Christmas gift to Christ.  I thought this was 
worth sharing again. The young boy had waited 
until the Christmas Eve service was over and then 
handed the gift to an usher explaining that it was a 
gift for Jesus. When the usher saw the pastor 
passing by, he handed the bulging envelope to him 
explaining that it was a gift for the Lord offered by 
a little boy. 

Opening the envelope, the clergyman found a 
small toy car. Instantly, he surmised that the child 
had given a gift that was very important to him; a 
present from his mind, his heart, and his hand. This 
is what true giving is all about; offering to God 
what matters to us most: our hearts, our minds, 
our talents, our time, and our talents. 

Christmas is a joyous time. But it should also be a 
challenging time when we consider how we should 
respond to God’s precious gift of Christ to us. The 
hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter,” written in the 19th 
century by a woman named Christina Rossetti, 
sums up what we should give Christ at Christmas in 
the fourth stanza: 

What can I give him, poor 
as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I 
would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I 
would do my part; yet 
What I can I give him: 
give my heart. 

 

Prayer: God, you are the greatest giver we can 
imagine. You gave us your dear Son, our Lord and 
Savior. Help us, loving God, to willingly give you our 
hearts in totality. Amen 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Pray First! 

- For all service men and women, and their 
families, especially Juan Fraustro, Andrew 

Wright, Casey McCarthy, Mike Copponi, Lee 
Walden, Josh Canaan, Zachary Russell and 

Kendra Linn.  For Christ to be made known in 
our companion synods – Zimbabwe  and 

Zambia, and our partner synod – 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod.  For the 

Franciscan community at Mt. Irenaeus and 
the Burkhart Retreat Center for Life – retreats 

in our local area.  For our Bishops, Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton (ELCA) and John Macholz 

Upstate New York Synod), Assistants to the 
Bishop Dave Preisinger, Mary Johnson, and 

Dean Daniel Rumfelt.  For the mission 
congregations in our synod—Organic Faith in 

Amherst and Todos los Hijos de Dios in 
Amsterdam.  For the pastors and 

congregations in our Southwestern 
Conference and for our congregation council 

leaders – President Gary Murray,  Secretary Jo 
Kile, Treasurer Doug Ploetz, and members 

Ruth Brewer, Rick Giberson, Linda Scott, Jerry 
Maerten and Bryan Hatch.  For our sister 
congregation, Peace Lutheran and their 
ministry in Slidell, LA for the ministry of 

ELCMA – Evangelical Lutheran Coalition for 
Mission in Appalachia.  For area ministries:  
Genesis House, Portville Community Food 

Pantry, and Interfaith Caregivers. 
 

 
 
 
 

Notice:  Deadline for newsletter articles is the third Sunday 

of each month.  Please send them to me at my home e-mail 

at Junebug44@frontiernet.net or you can leave written ones 

in the top basket on the secretary’s desk in the office.  If you 

have questions you can call me at 814-698-2648 

June 

mailto:Junebug44@frontiernet.net


 
 

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD outside the sanctuary 

for a COMPLETE SECRETARY’S REPORT.   

 

 

Council Member   Committee Assignment 

Gary Murray    Council President 

Ruth Brewer   Vice President  

Pastor Ivy   Worship and Music 

Jo Kile    Stewardship 

Doug Ploetz   Treasurer 

Jerry Maerten      Outreach/Evangelism 

Linda Scott    Advertising 

Bryan Hatch     Education 

Rick Giberson   Property 

Gary Murray    Fellowship 

 

 

 
 
 

STOP, CARE, ACT FOR THE HUNGRY 
   
The 2014 Synod Hunger Campaign invites our 
congregations to follow the example of the Good 
Samaritan. 
   
STOP: Consider hunger needs at home, across the 
country and around the world. Use the ELCA 
Hunger Packets. 
   
CARE: Raise awareness in your congregation of the 
needs of you local food banks and pantries. Learn 
about the many places our Hunger Dollars make a 
difference. 
   
ACT: Each congregation in the Synod is challenged 
to raise at least $400 for the Hunger Campaign and 
bring it to the assembly. 

 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY PROJECT 
- ALUMINUM CAN TAB 
COLLECTION 
  At our June 2013 Synod 
Assembly, the aluminum 

can tab collection project was very successful. At a 
recent meeting of the Synod Assembly Planning 
Team, it was decided that we would again conduct 
this collection at the 2014 Synod Assembly. This is 
a project that every congregation in the Synod can 
participate in. As we did last year, the collection 
point will be in the area of the registration table. 
The proceeds from the collection will benefit two 
(2) established, Synod supported charities, which 
have yet to be determined. The Synod Assembly 
Planning Team will make an announcement as to 
the charities chosen in the near future. 
 

 
 

Choir has once again resumed and practice is held  

Sunday mornings at 7:45am. All are welcome to 

join.  No audition necessary. 
 

 
 
 Bible Study Resumes 

Bible study on Wednesday evenings at 6 and 

Sunday mornings at 11. We are participating in a 

study called “Table and Font: Who is Welcome.” It 

is a study regarding the sacraments, especially Holy 

Communion. Copies of the study guide and one of 

the resources, The Use of the Means of Grace are on 

the small table by the kitchen in the fellowship hall. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
We want to thank everyone for all the prayers, 
phone calls, visits, & meals during my neck surgery 
 in November.  God Bless you all. 
 
 (Chris & Marie) 



We NEED people to sign up as worship servants. 
We are in need of Lectors, Prayer Leaders, Ushers, 
Communion assistants and Altar Guild.  There are 
sign-up sheets on the table in Fellowship Hall.   
Please sign up for one or more of these positions 
as you feel led.   Thank you.   
 
 

 
 

FOR YOUR UPDATE AND INFORMATION 
 
Fundraiser Funds are divided as follows:  
      10% Charity of our choice  
      10% Benevolence 
      Rest in general fund 

 

 
 
Our third pancake breakfast on Saturday, Nov. 1st  
was another success and took in about $306.00. 
Thanks to everyone who helped us with this by 
either working, eating, or both.   
 
This months breakfast scheduled for the first 
Saturday of the month, Dec. 6th from 8:00am to 
11:00am.  Please come and join us and bring your 
friends and neighbors.   We need your help in 
making this fundraiser a success.  Thank you.   
 

 
 
Our chili fundraiser was very successful.  We raised 
$345.00.   With the $250.00 that Thrivent gave us 
and what money we have collected each Sunday 
we will be able to give a needy family a very nice 
Christmas.   Thanks to Ruth Brewer for heading this 
up and to all the workers and people who attended 
and have donated in one way or another.    
 
 
 

 
 
Following this months’ breakfast we will be doing 
the Christmas shopping for the Gift Tree.  If you are 
interested in helping, please meet us at the K- Mart 
in Olean at 12:30pm 
 
 

 
 
Don’t forget our Advent dinner which is taking 
place on December 7th following our worship 
service.    There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall 
so we will know how much food to prepare.  Bring 
your friends and family.   This is being sponsored by 
our Stewardship committee.   Should you have any 
questions please contact one of them.  
They are: Ron and Jo Kile, Rick and Nannette Giberson and Gary 

and June Murray.  
 

 

 
 
Christmas Caroling: 
 Please plan to join us for Christmas caroling 
to the shut-in’s and Senior Homes in our area on 
Sunday, December 14th.  We will be meeting at the 
church at 1:45pm and carpooling to the locations. 
 
 

 
 

We have received our clothing drop box to collect 
clothes for people in need.  Box is located in the 
parking lot of the church next to the utility shed.  If 
you have clothing you wish to drop off, please 
place them in plastic bags and tie them up.  
Donations are greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 



 

 
 
 

On November 20, 2014 we were blessed to welcome a new little life into our church 
family.  Welcome Grace Jane Giberson.    Grace is the daughter of Skip Giberson and April 
Silvis.  The proud grandparents are Rick and Nannette Giberson and Scott and Sue Silvis.   
Congratulations and God’s blessings on you all.    
 
 



December 2014 
 

 
 

02—Nancy Renner 

05--- Julia Yohe  

06—Clinton Brewer 

09—Sharon Hepfer 

09—Michelle Clemens 

09—Skip Giberson 

10—Pam Swanson 

11—Heidi Giberson 

15—Bob Warner 

16---Kathy Shelander 

18—MJ Brooks 

25—Ray Gauvin  
29—Joe Swanson 

31—Keenan Linn 

 

 

 
 

 

26—Bill & Kay Anderson 

26—Mike & Joelle Brewer 

 

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Lectors 
Dec. 7

th
  ............................. Pen Yunghans 

 

Dec 14
th

 ……….. Connie Smith-Matteson 
 

Dec. 21
th
 .............................. Gary Murray 

 

Dec. 24
th
 …………………………Jo Kile  

 

Dec. 28
th
 ....... June Murray, Gary Murray, 

 Dakota Brewer ,Robert Wolsky, Scott 

Wolsky,  Brenndon Wolsky, Ruth Brewer, 

Doug Ploetz, Terri Ploetz,  

  

Prayer Leaders 
Dec. 7

th
  ................................ Judy Graves 

 

Dec 14
th

  .............. Connie Smith-Matteson 
 

Dec. 21
th
 ............................ Bev. Robinson 

 

Dec. 24
th
 ……….…….Nannette Giberson   

 

Dec. 28
th
  ............................. June Murray 

 

 

Assistants for December 
 

Acolyte ............................ Dakota Brewer  
 

Communion Assistants …..Gary and June 

Murray ……………………………………….. 
 

Usher/s .................................... Don Linn  
 

Altar Guild ..................... Trinette Brewer  
 

 

Bread Bakers ........................... Ron Kile 



BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR – DECEMBER   2014   
 

Monday, Dec. 1   Pastor Ivy’s Day Off  

 

Wed. Dec. 3    7:00pm – Advent service with other Lutheran churches at Bethany, Olean.   

 

Sat. Dec. 6    8:00-11:00 – Bethel Monthly Breakfast w/Gift Tree shopping following at 12:30.  

 

Sunday, Dec. 7                            SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT    
                              7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

                   9:00am- Worship with Advent Dinner following     

                  10:30am – Sunday school 

        11:00am – Adult Bible Study  

      

Monday Dec. 8                           Pastor Ivy’s Day Off 

 

Wed. Dec. 10      6:00pm – Bible Study and Night Prayer  

 

Thurs. Dec. 11- 16  Pastor Ivy will be on vacation.  Pastor Marie Meeks will be covering for any  
    Pastoral emergencies.  She can be reached at 716-353-1610.      

 

Sunday, Dec. 14       THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   
          7:45am- Choir rehearsal 

          9:00am – Worship with Fellowship following 

         10:30am – Sunday school  

       No Adult Bible Study       

        2:00pm – Christmas Caroling  

     

Monday, Dec. 15                           Pastor Ivy’s Day On Vacation  

   

Wed.  Dec. 17     6:00pm – Bible Study and Night Prayer  

 

Thurs. Dec. 18      7:00pm – Council Meeting  

 

Fri. Dec. 19     3:00pm – Worship and Music Committee 

Fri. Dec. 19                    Christian Education Meeting immediately after Worship & Music.  

 

Sunday, Dec. 21            FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
        7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

         9:00am- Worship with Fellowship following  

       10:30am – Sunday school and Confirmation class  
       11:00am - Adult Bible Study  

      

Monday, Dec. 22           Pastor Ivy’s Day Off 

 

Wed.  Dec. 24     7:00pm  – Christmas Eve Service – there will be a sing-along of Christmas  

   Music from 6:30pm—7:00pm    

 

Thurs.  Dec. 25      MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL  

 

 



Sunday, Dec. 28                             FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  
        7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

         9:00am- Special service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas with  

          Fellowship following.    

       10:30am – Sunday school  

       11:00am - Adult Bible Study   

 
Monday, Dec. 29                 Pastor Ivy’s Day Off  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Are you an active member – 
The kind that would be missed? 
Or are you just contented 
That your name is on the list? 
 
Do you attend the meetings  
And mingle with the flock? 
Or do you stay at home 
And criticize and knock? 
 
Do you take an active part 
To help the work along? 
Or are you satisfied to be 
Of those that just belong? 
 
Do you ever voluntarily 
Help at the guiding stick? 
Or leave the work to just a few 
And talk about the clique? 
 
Come out to meetings often 
And help with hands and heart. 
Don’t be just an active member,  
But take an active part! 
 
Think this over, member,  
You know right from wrong; 
Are you an active member, 
Or do you just belong? 
 
This applies from day to day 
To everything you cherish  - 
To God and faith and prayer, 
To you home and parish.   
 
Copied from December 
Stewardship pamphlet  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

GOOD FOR THE GEESE…..  (from Dec. Stewardship pamphlet) 

 

Recently, as fall arrived, the air began to 
cool, leaves started falling from trees, and high 
overhead geese began honking.  Looking up, you 
could often see that they were flying south in the 
famous V-shaped formation. 

But why do they fly in that pattern? 
Scientists believe that they do it to help each other.  
When one bird flies at the tip of the V, it cuts air 
resistance to those flying behind it.  It’s harder 
work for the leader to fly in this position, but easier 
for its followers. 
 Of course, it would be difficult for one 
goose to be the leader over a migration that might 
be many hundreds of miles long.  However, geese 
take turns, so that no one is pushed too hard. 
 Every congregation has its leaders; hard-
working men and women who organize activities 
such as a church school or a Thanksgiving food 
drive.  But because what they do is often time-
consuming, it’s unfair to sit back while the same 
people work so hard year after year. 
 Why not take the lead yourself in some 
major church project this year (or next)?  After all, 
what’s good for the geese (in this case) should be 
good for the Christians!! 
 
  

 
  



HYMN HISTORY 
 

 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

 
And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room 

for them in the inn.  Luke 2:7 
 

 

This is commonly known as “Luther’s Cradle Hymn.”  But did the great German Reformer, Martin 

Luther, really write the words?  Did he sing them by the cradle of his little son Han?  This is a great mystery in 

hymnology.  

In 1887, “Away in a Manger” appeared in a little book of songs entitled Dainty Songs for Little Lads 

and Lasses, published in Cincinnati by the John Church Company.  The songbook was compiled by James R. 

Murray.  A notation beneath “Away in a Manger” said Luther’s Cradle Hymn (Composed by Martin Luther for 

his children and still sung by German mothers to their little ones).  Only stanzas one and two were given.   

“Away in a Manger” quickly became America’s favorite children’s carol, the words being sung to  forty-

one different tunes!  Everyone assumed the poem had been written by the great Reformer, Martin Luther.   

 Then in 1945, Richard Hill published a fascinating article entitled “Not So Far of “Away in a Manger,” 

in which he announced he had discovered the first two stanzas of “Away in a Manger,” in an 1885 songbook 

entitled Little Children’s Book, published by German Lutherans in Pennsylvania.   No authorship was given.  

Nor could Hill find any appearance of this carol in German church history or in Luther’s works.  

 After extensive research, Hill concluded: “It seems essential to lay (aside) once for all the legend that 

Luther wrote a carol for his children, which no one else know anything about, until it suddenly turned up in 

English dress 400 years later in Philadelphia.  Luther can well afford to spare the honor.”  But he adds, 

“Although Luther himself had nothing to do with the carol, the colonies of German Lutherans in Pennsylvania 

almost certainly did.” 

 So the mystery endures.  Who wrote “Away in a Manger”?  There were apparently two unknown 

writers: A German Lutheran in Pennsylvania who wrote the first two stanzas, with another unknown author 

adding a third verse which first appeared in an 1892 songbook published by Charles H. Gabriel. 

 Well, who cares?  Certainly not the generations of children around the world who have come to love and 

know the little Jesus through this sweet carol, and who have gone to sleep praying: 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle till morning in nigh 
 
 

Taken from “Then Sings my Soul,” book 2  
Written by Robert J. Morgan and published by Thomas Nelson, Inc.  

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

The History of Christmas Cards  

The custom of sending Christmas cards was started in 

the UK in 1843 by Sir Henry Cole. He was a civil servant 

(Government worker) who was very interested in the 

new 'Public Post Office' and wondered how it could be 

used more by ordinary people. 
 

Sir Henry had the idea of Christmas Cards with his friend 

John Horsley, who was an artist. They designed the first 

card and sold them for 1 shilling each. (That is only 5p 

or 8 cents today(!), but in those days it was worth much 

much more.) The card had three panels. The outer two 

panels showed people caring for the poor and in the 

centre panel was a family having a large Christmas 

dinner! Some people didn't like the card because it 

showed a child being given a glass of wine! About 1000 

(or it might have been less!) were printed and sold. 

They are now very rare and cost thousands of Pounds or 

Dollars to buy now! 

The first postal service that ordinary people could use 

was started in 1840 when the first 'Penny Post' public 

postal deliveries began. Before that, only very rich 

people could afford to send anything in the post. The 

new Post Office was able to offer a Penny stamp 

because new railways were being built. These could 

carry much more post than the horse and carriage that 

had been used before. Also, trains could go a lot faster. 

Cards became even more popular in the UK when they 

could be posted in an unsealed envelope for one 

halfpenny - half the price of an ordinary letter. 

 

As printing methods improved, Christmas cards became 

much more popular and were produced in large 

numbers from about 1860. In 1870 the cost of sending a 

post card, and also Christmas cards, dropped to half a 

penny. This meant even more people were able to send 

cards. 

An engraved card by the artist William Egley, who 

illustrated some of Charles Dickens's books, is on 

display in the British Museum. By the early 1900s, the 

custom had spread over Europe and had become 

especially popular in Germany. 

The first cards usually had pictures of the Nativity scene 

on them. In late Victorian times, robins (an English bird) 

and snow-scenes became popular. In those times the 

postmen were nicknamed 'Robin Postmen' because of 

the red uniforms they wore. Snow-scenes were popular 

because they reminded people of the very bad winter 

that happened in the UK in 1836. 

Christmas Cards appeared in the United States of 

America in the late 1840s, but were very expensive and 

most people couldn't afford them. It 1875, Louis Prang, 

a printer who was originally from German but who had 

also worked on early cards in the UK, started mass 

producing cards so more people could afford to buy 

them. Mr Prang's first cards featured flowers, plants, 

and children. In 1915, John C. Hall and two of his 

brothers created Hallmark Cards, who are still one of 

the biggest card makers today! 

In the 1910s and 1920s, home made cards became 

popular. They were often unusual shapes and had 

things such as foil and ribbon on them. These were 

usually too delicate to send through the post and were 

given by hand. 

 

Nowadays, cards have all sorts of pictures on them: 

jokes, winter pictures, Santa Claus or romantic scenes of 

life in past times. Charities often sell their own 

Christmas Cards as a way raising money at Christmas. 

Charities also make money from seals or stickers used 

to seal the card envelopes. This custom started 

in Denmark in the early 1900s by a postal worker who 

thought it would be a good way for charities to raise 

money, as well as making the cards more decorative. It 

was a great success: over four million were sold in the 

first year! Soon Sweden and Norway adopted the 

custom and then it spread all over Europe and to 

America. 

 
 

 

http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/denmark.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/sweden.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/norway.shtml


 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sharing God's peace, not our own 

By Linda Johnson Seyenkulo 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 
4:4-7). 

It was a regular Sunday morning at my church. After I announced, “The peace of the Lord be 
with you,” and the congregation responded, “And also with you,” we set about the business of 
sharing the peace of God with one another. 

As I walked down the aisle, people joyfully greeted each other with those words and a 
handshake or hug. I stuck out my hand toward Elsie and said, “The peace of the Lord be with 
you.” To my shock (and the discomfort of the two people on either side of her), Elsie folded 
her arms across her chest and refused to share the peace. It turns out she was angry at me and 
felt this was the best way to show it. 

What Elsie forgot that day, and what many people forget when they walk on the other side of 
the church to avoid people they don’t like, is that we don’t pass our peace but rather God’s 
peace. This is when we get to be the bearers and the proclaimers of God’s peace that 
“surpasses all understanding.” 

Passing the peace is not just about greeting our friends or like-minded people. It’s an awe-
inspiring liturgical event where we get to be visible signs of God’s amazing grace and peace to 
those around us. It’s a time of God breaking through with a miracle of peace in a restless and 
violent world. 

After that Sunday, I told Elsie I was sorry she was so angry and let her know that I would wait 
for her to approach me with the greeting of peace. I told her I didn’t want this to become a 
disruption or discomfort (sort of the opposite of God’s peace) for those around us, so I would 
wait for her to initiate it. It took about a year. But one Sunday, Elsie just walked up to me and 
said, “The peace of the Lord be with you, Pastor.” 

I don’t know what changed. I just know that the peace of God surpasses all understanding. 

 
 
 
 



Waiting with Patience 
How do we wait for God?  We wait with patience.  But patience does not mean passivity.   Waiting patiently is 
not like waiting for the bus to come, the rain to stop, or the sun to rise.  It is an active waiting in which we live 
the present moment to the full in order to find there the signs of the One we are waiting for. 
The word patience comes from the Latin verb patior which means "to suffer."  Waiting patiently is suffering 
through the present moment, tasting it to the full, and  letting the seeds that are sown in the ground on which 
we stand grow into strong plants.  Waiting patiently always means paying attention to what is happening right 
before our eyes and seeing there the first rays of God's glorious coming. 
Henri Nouwen 
 
 
2014 Pentecost Devotions III 
Thursday, November 20 
Psalm 95:6-11 
  
6O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
7For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice!   8Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9when your ancestors tested me, 
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
10For forty years I loathed that generation 
and said, "They are a people whose hearts go astray, 
and they do not regard my ways." 
11Therefore in my anger I swore, 
"They shall not enter my rest." 
“… O that today you would listen to his voice! …”    
Part of the problem faced by ancient Israel is that they didn’t listen to God. Rather than hear what God was 
saying and be attentive to God’s word, they chose to listen to voices that led them astray. Seeking their own 
will rather than the will of God, they fell deeper and deeper into disobedience and apostasy. Soon, the voice of 
the Lord was unintelligible from the din of voices around them. 
In our own time, many of those same voices call us away from God. One look at the television, a little time 
spent on the internet, or any perusal of the print media is enough to distract even the most faithful follower. 
Everywhere we turn, someone or something is trying to convert us to their way of thinking or behaving – and 
very little of it has to do with seeking and following God’s will. In fact, generally speaking, it’s just the opposite.  
That is why God is so adamant about our listening to the voice of the Lord. Rather than turn a deaf ear or get 
caught up in the din of modernity, God calls us to be attentive to the Word. God implores us to quiet 
ourselves, intentionally seek the will of the Lord, and allot time and energy toward listening to God’ voice. In 
doing so, what we discover is that the sound of God is both powerful and fulfilling. What we discover is a God 
who is not only speaking, but whose words encourage, empower and enlighten us. What we discover is the 
tender voice of the Almighty who loves us unconditionally. 
“Listen!” God says. “For in listening you will hear the voice of the one who loves you.” 
 Lord, speak to us that we may hear clearly your loving Word. May my heart, mind and soul always be 
attentive to your voice. Amen.  
Pastor Dave Westphal 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Poinsettias at Christmas  

 

Poinsettia plants are native to Central America, especially an area of southern Mexico known as 'Taxco 

del Alarcon' where they flower during the winter. The ancient Aztecs called them 'cuetlaxochitl'. The 

Aztecs had many uses for them including using the flowers (actually special types of leaves known as 

bracts rather than being flowers) to make a purple dye for clothes and cosmetics and the milky white sap 

was made into a medicine to treat fevers. (Today we call the sap latex!) 

The poinsettia was made widely known because of a man called Joel Roberts Poinsett (that's why we call 

them Poinsettia!). He was the first Ambassador from the USA to Mexico in 1825. Poinsett had some 

greenhouses on his plantations in South Carolina, and while visiting the Taco area in 1828, he became 

very interested in the plants. He immediately sent some of the plants back to South Carolina, where he 

began growing the plants and sending them to friends and botanical gardens. 

One of the friends he sent plants to was John Barroom of Philadelphia, who gave the plant to his friend, 

Robert Buist, a plants-man from Pennsylvania. Robert Buist was probably the first person to have sold the 

poinsettias under their botanical, or latin name, name 'Euphorbia pulcherrima' (it means, 'the most 

beautiful Euphorbia'). It is thought that they became known as Poinsettia in the mid 1830's when people 

found out who had first brought them to America from Mexico. 

There is an old Mexican legend about how Poinsettia's and Christmas come together, it goes like this: 

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita who had no present to give the the baby Jesus at the 

Christmas Eve Services. As Pepita walked to the chapel, sadly, her cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up. 

'Pepita', he said "I'm sure that even the smallest gift, given by someone who loves him will make Jesus 

Happy." 

http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/mexico.shtml


Pepita didn't know what she could give, so she picked a small handful of weeds from the roadside and 

made them into a a small bouquet. She felt embarrassed because she could only give this small present 

to Jesus. As she walked through the chapel to the altar, she remembered what Pedro had said. She 

began to feel better, knelt down and put the bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the 

bouquet of weeds burst into bright red flowers, and everyone who saw them were sure they had seen a 

miracle. From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the 'Flores de Noche Buena', or 'Flowers 

of the Holy Night'. 

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are sometimes thought as a symbol of the Star of 

Bethlehem which led the Wise Men to Jesus. The red colored leaves symbolize the blood of Christ. The 

white leaves represent his purity. 

The Poinsettia is also the national emblem of Madagascar. 
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