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DECEMBER 2015 

 

Giving is Worship 
"And on going into the house, they saw the 
Child with Mary His mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped Him. Then opening their 
treasure bags, they presented to Him gifts..." 
Matthew 2:11, AMP 
 

When the wise men first saw Jesus, they were 

completely overwhelmed. They fell to their 

knees and wanted to worship Him with 

everything they had. Giving was an automatic 

response. They wanted to lavish Him with their 

love and gifts. They were giving because they 

were thankful and wanted to honor Him.  

 

When you give to God, He doesn’t want you to 

do it just because it’s offering time or because 

you feel like you have to. In fact, the Bible says, 

“Do not give grudgingly or under compulsion.” 

God wants you to give because your heart is 

overflowing with thankfulness. He wants you to 

be happy and cheerful when you give. He loves 

a cheerful giver!  

 

Meditate on the faithfulness of God today. 

Think about what He’s done for you—that He’s 

saved and redeemed You. Dwell on the fact 

that He is your provider. As you meditate on His 

goodness, your heart will overflow with 

thankfulness, and just like the wise men, giving 

will be an automatic response! 

 

 

 
Pray First! 
- For all service men and women, and their families, 

especially Casey McCarthy, Tyler McCarthy  and 
Kendra Linn.  For Christ to be made known in our 
companion synods – Zimbabwe  and Zambia, and 

our partner synod – Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod.  For the Franciscan community at Mt. 

Irenaeus and the Burkhart Retreat Center for Life – 
retreats in our local area.  For our Bishops, Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton (ELCA) and John Macholz Upstate 
New York Synod), Assistants to the Bishop Dave 

Preisinger, Mary Johnson, and Dean Daniel 
Rumfelt.  For the mission congregations in our 

synod—Organic Faith in Amherst and Todos los 
Hijos de Dios in Amsterdam.  For the pastors and 
congregations in our Southwestern Conference 

and for our congregation council leaders – 
President Bill Graves,  Secretary Linda Scott, 

Treasurer Doug Ploetz, Vice President Ruth Brewer 
and members Caroline Miller, Donald Linn, Jerry 

Maerten and Bryan Hatch. For our sister 
congregation, Peace Lutheran and their ministry in 
Slidell, LA for the ministry of ELCMA – Evangelical 
Lutheran Coalition for Mission in Appalachia.  For 

area ministries:  Genesis House, Portville 
Community Food Pantry, and Interfaith Caregivers. 

 

http://www.bethelportvilleny.org/
http://www.upstatenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


 
 

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD outside the sanctuary 

for a COMPLETE SECRETARY’S REPORT.   

 

 

Council Member   Committee Assignment 

Bill Graves     Council President 

Ruth Brewer   Vice President  

Linda Scott    Secretary  

Doug Ploetz   Treasurer 

Ruth Brewer    Worship and Music & 

    Christian Education  

Caroline Miller    Stewardship 

Jerry Maerten      Outreach/Evangelism 

Bryan Hatch     Fellowship  

Don Linn    Property 

 

 

 
Notice:  When you call the church phone number it 
will be automatically forwarded to church 
secretary-Nannette Giberson and she will direct 
your questions or inquiries to the proper people.  

Thank you.  
 
 

 
Choir practice is held Sunday mornings at 7:45am. 

All are welcome to join.  No audition necessary 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Prayer Chain:  
If you have need of prayer, we have an e-mail 

prayer chain.  Just call Bev Robinson – phone 

number 814-225-3341 or e-mail at 
grandmagee7@verizon.net.  
         
 
 

 

We NEED people to sign up as worship servants. 
We are in need of Lectors, Prayer Leaders, Ushers, 
Communion assistants and Altar Guild.  There are 
sign-up sheets on the table in Fellowship Hall.   
Please sign up for one or more of these positions 
as you feel led.   Thank you.   
 
 
 
FOR YOUR UPDATE AND INFORMATION 
 
Fundraiser Funds are divided as follows:  
      10% Charity of our choice  
      10% Benevolence 
      Rest in general fund 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Our next church breakfast will be on Saturday 
December 5th.  Breakfast will be held from 
8:00am until 11:00am.  Please help if you can but 
make sure you come to eat and bring your family 
and friends with you.  Also remember that ---- 
Pre-sales tickets are available for your use. 

Please see Linda Scott for these.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

Notice:  Deadline for newsletter articles is the third Sunday 

of each month.  Please send them to me at my home e-mail 

at Junebug44@frontiernet.net or you can leave written ones 

in the top basket on the secretary’s desk in the office.  If you 

have questions you can call me at 814-698-2648 

June 

mailto:grandmagee7@verizon.net
mailto:Junebug44@frontiernet.net


 
 

Congratulations to Rick and Nannette Giberson 
who brought the most bags for our clothing shed 
during our American Recycles Day, November 15th.  
They had a total of 10 bags!!!  They beat out Skip 
and Bev Robinson by one bag.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped to make this a success.  We collected a 
total of 42 bags.  
Let’s keep cleaning out those closets and bringing 
them to our clothing bin.   
Thanks.   

 
 

 
 
Please keep these members in your prayers and 
send them a card if you are able.   
 
Mel MacGill 
% Anna Johnson 
P. O. Box 8233 
Charlottesville, VA 22906 
 
Bill Brooks 
P. O. Box 382 
Portville, NY 14770 
 
Jo An Brooks 
c/o Toby and Lisa Miller 
112 Rt. 44 
Shinglehouse, Pa 16748  
 
Rita Lengvarsky 
14 Ocean Street 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
 

***************************** 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 We received a call from David Erickson a former 
member of Bethel with sad news about his son David 
“Eric” Erickson.  Eric passed away on Monday from 
complications of cancer.  Eric was confirmed at Bethel 
and was a graduate of Portville Central School. 
Eric’s funeral was held in Farragut, Tennessee at his 
church, Faith Lutheran church. If you would like to send 
a donation to the food pantry that Eric started the 
address is: 
Faith Lutheran Church 
225 Jamestown Blvd. 
Farragut, TN 37934 
Phone: 865-966-9626 
When sending a donation, please put in the remarks 
section on the check: “Shepherd of Hope Food Pantry” 
and attach a note with the check stating that it is in 
memory of David Erickson.   
  

 

My name is Teresa Gaston and I am the coordinator 

for the Family Table Food Ministry through Faith 

Bible Church in Little Genesee, NY.  We thought 

that maybe some people in your congregation could 

benefit from this GREAT ministry! 

Here is a link to the website to check out our 

monthly menu and read what the Ministry is all 

about.  https://familytablefoodministries.com/home 

 A new menu comes out each month.  At this time, 

we do not accept EBT cards nor Food Stamps.  That 

is something that takes time to set up and we are 

currently looking into that. 

My email address for orders is: 

trella72@outlook.com 

My Phone for orders is: 585-610-6501 

 Thank you so much!  Teresa Gaston 

https://familytablefoodministries.com/home
mailto:trella72@outlook.com
tel:585-610-6501


    
 
 

December 2015 
 

 
 

02—Nancy Renner 

05--- Julia Yohe  

06—Clinton Brewer 

09—Sharon Hepfer 

09—Michelle Clemens 

09—Skip Giberson 

10—Pam Swanson 

11—Heidi Giberson 

15—Bob Warner 

16---Kathy Shelander 

18—MJ Brooks 

29—Joe Swanson 

31—Keenan Linn 

 

 

 

 

 
 

26—Bill & Kay Anderson 

26—Mike & Joelle Brewer 

 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Lectors 
Dec. 6

th
  ................................ Gary Murray  

 

Dec 13
th
  ............... Connie Smith-Matteson  

 

Dec. 20
th
  ................................ Judy Graves 

 

Dec. 27
th
  .............................. Gary Murray  

  

Prayer Leaders 
Dec. 6

th
  ................................. Mark Welles 

 

Dec 13
th
  ............................... Bev Robinson   

 

Dec. 20
th
  ............................... June Murray  

 

Dec. 28
th
  .............................. Gary Murray  

 

 

Assistants for December 
 

Acolyte .....................................................  
 

Communion Assistants……..Gary Murray 

and Linda Scott 
 

Usher/s ..................................... Don Linn  
 

Altar Guild .......................... Ruth Brewer  
 

Mail Greeter…………...Nannette Giberson  
 

Bread Bakers ............................ Ron Kile 



 
 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR – DECEMBER  2015   
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 6   SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
                              7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

                              9:00am- Worship with Advent Dinner following  

          10.15am – Sunday school  

                        

  

Sunday, Dec. 13     THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT   
          7:45am- Choir rehearsal 

          9:00am – Worship with Fellowship following 

         10:15am – Sunday school  

                   2:00pm-4:00pm- Christmas Caroling  

 

Thursday, Dec. 17        7:00pm – Council Meeting  

     

Sunday, Dec. 20   FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT    

          7:45am- Choir rehearsal 

9:00am – Worship with Fellowship following  

         10:15am – Sunday school 

 

 

Thursday, Dec. 24   CHRISTMAS EVE  
        5:30pm – Christmas Eve Service  

 
Friday, Dec. 25    MERRY CHRISTMAS  
 
 

 Sunday, Dec. 27   FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  
        7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

        9:00am- Worship with Fellowship following    

      10:15am – Sunday school  

     



  

 
 
           01 NOV 2015 
 
 
 
TO:  Bethel Lutheran Church 
 
FROM:  Andrew Wright 
               1211 Roxbury DR, Safety Harbor, FL  34695 
 
SUBJ:  Thank You!!!! 
 
 
Friends, 
 
 Five years ago, the members of your congregation present in the enclosed photograph, packaged boxes of 
appreciated items for members of the military preparing for deployment to Iraq, Afghanistan, and other areas involved 
in our current conflict.  I received a box from your Parish, and wanted to thank those families, members of the church 
for their efforts in supporting our troops. 
 
 I apologize for this letter of thanks being as late as it is, but I respectfully request the names and contact 
information of the Parishioners in the photograph so I can thank them personally for having brought a smile to my face 
in the beginning of what was my second deployment in two years.  And for those service members who could not 
extend their appreciation for the efforts of the church, and its members……A very respectful “Thank You!!” 
 
 Enclosed as well, is a small humble donation to the church.  Again, my greatest appreciation for your support of 
the US Military, and the love that went in to the packaging of the “little things” that made our lives pleasant during 
those times…… 
 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
Andrew Wright 
Chief Petty Officer  
DIAHQ 0908, USNR  
 
 
1211 Roxbury DR, Safety Harbor, FL 34695 
iwarrior65@aol.coms  

            



 
 

HYMN HISTORY 
 

 O HOLY NIGHT 
  

(1847) 
 

…The star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.  Matthew 2:9 
(NKJV)  

 

The words of “O Holy Night” were written in 1847 by a French wine merchant named Placide Clappeau, 
the mayor of Roquemaure, a town in the south of France.  We know little about him except that he wrote 
poems as a hobby.   

 
We know more about the man who composed the music, a Parisian named Adolphe Charles Adam.  

The son of a concert pianist, Adams was trained almost from infancy in music and piano.  In his mid-twenties, 
he wrote his first opera and thereafter wrote two operas a year until his death at age fifty-two.  Near the end 
of his life, he lost his savings in a failed business venture involving the French national opera, but the Paris 
Conservatory rescued him by appointing him professor of music.  

 
It was John Dwight, son of Yale’s president, Timothy Dwight (“I love Thy Kingdom, Lord”), who 

discovered this French Carol, “Christian Midnight,” and translated it into the English hymn, “O Holy Night.”  
 
After graduating from Harvard and Cambridge, John was ordained as minister of the Unitarian church 

in Northampton, but his pastoring experience wasn’t happy.  In 1841, George and Sophia Ripley founded a 
commune named Brook Farm “to prepare a society of liberal, intelligent, and cultivated persons, whose 
relations with each other would permit a more simple and wholesome life.”  John was hired as director of the 
Brook Farm School and began writing a regular column on music for the commune’s publication.  

 
Greatly influenced by the liberal views of Ralph Waldo Emerson, he became fascinated by the German 

culture, especially the symphonic music of Ludwig van Beethoven, and it was largely his influence that 
introduced Americans to Beethoven’s genius. 

 
When Brook Farm collapsed in 1847, John Dwight moved into a cooperative house in Boston and 

established a career in music journalism.  He penned articles on music for major publications, and in 1852 he 
launched his own publication, Dwight’s Journal of Music.  He became America’s first influential classical music 
critic.  He was opinionated, sometime difficult, a great promoter of European classical music, and an early 
advocate of Transcendentalism. 

 
How odd that a wine merchant, a penniless Parisian, and liberal clergyman should give Christianity one 

of its holiest hymns about the birth of Jesus Christ, Savior of the world.  
 

 

 
Taken from Robert J. Morgan’s book “Then Sings My Soul”. Copyright 2003  



 
 
Luke 2 (NIV) 

The Birth of Jesus 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued 

a decree that a census should be taken 

of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was 

the first census that took place 

while[a] Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own 

town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because 

he belonged to the house and line of 

David. 5 He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to 

him and was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for the 

baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room 

available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in 

the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11 Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 

you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 

the manger. 17 When they had seen him, 

they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this 

child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 

at what the shepherds said to 

them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the 

things they had heard and seen, which 

were just as they had been told. 

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to 

circumcise the child, he was named 

Jesus, the name the angel had given him 

before he was conceived. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a


When Life Overwhelms You  

As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. When he heard the crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. They told 
him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” He called out, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Luke 
18:35–38 (NIV) 

This past week the clutter of life has been 
overwhelming me. Dishes, laundry, homework, book 
reports, writing deadlines, church schedules, car 
repairs. It is nothing out of the ordinary but sometimes 
the ordinary feels like it is too much. 

My children know when I have had enough because 
after dinner, they find me lying immobile on the couch, 
surrounded by unfolded laundry. My youngest son, 
Addison, once mentioned, “Hey, Mom! I think you 
really like being on the couch.” Yes. It would seem 
that I do. Or maybe it is more that life has flattened 
me with its fullness. 

It is in those moments that I need to be looking for 
Jesus. Reaching for Him. Calling out to Him. I keep 
thinking it is up to me to get me through life. This 
approach is not really working for me or anyone else 
who likes a seat on the couch. 

I love the story of the blind man who hears that Jesus 
is passing by. He knows he can’t get to Jesus in the 
crowd. But he also knows that Jesus is whom he 
needs. So he does what he can. He yells. He shouts. 
He screams. “Jesus! Help me! Have mercy on me!” 
And Jesus hears him. He floods his life with mercy. 
He brings healing to his life and sight to his eyes. He 
revolutionizes his world because . . . this man called 
to Him. He needed Him. He saw Him for Who He 
was: The Son of God. This week I am taking a 
different approach. The couch is out. Calling out to 
Jesus, the healer of my soul, is in. 

Faith Step: Pray out loud and let Jesus know that you 
need Him. That you want His mercy, His grace, His 
forgiveness, and His hope to flood your life.   

By Susanna Foth Aughtmon 
 

This devotion is excerpted from Mornings with Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://email.ourprayer.org/t?r=2&c=21787&l=77&ctl=5D2E0:583882C2EC2A12059C2585FDDE831937&utm_source=Mornings-with-Jesus&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2015-10-26_nl_when-life-overwhelms-you
http://email.ourprayer.org/t?r=2&c=21787&l=77&ctl=5D2E1:583882C2EC2A12059C2585FDDE831937&utm_source=MWJNL_MWJ13_SB&utm_medium=Email_10.26.15_utm_campaign=MWJ


 

            After Paris–Faith vs. Fear 
In the days after the attacks in Paris, understanding that God's power is greater than fear. 

by Edward Grinnan | Nov 16, 2015 

 

A  neighbor new to the city asked me if the terrorist attacks in Paris last Friday brought back traumatic 

memories of September 11 in New York. No, I said, but it made me think about September 10, 2001, a day 

that is imprinted just as indelibly on my psyche. 

Once more the country finds itself in the grip of collective anxiety over the prospect of a terrorist strike. Paris, 

Beirut, the possible downing of a Russian airliner by a terrorist bomb. We’ve been here before and likely we 

will be so again. We live in an open and free society, singularly vulnerable to acts of mayhem and murder at 

the hands of extremists whose principal aim is to fill our hearts with dread, acts that often can’t be predicted 

or prevented. 

So why do I recall that Monday, September 10, with such stark clarity? Like the infamous day that would 

follow, it was a perfect late-summer day, the twin towers rising against a lucid blue sky. It was utterly 

inconceivable that in 24 hours these seemingly indestructible monuments to America’s preeminence would be 

nothing more than a smoldering mound of twisted metal and ash and that 3000 people would be dead. 

The tabloids whose pages would soon be filled with iconic images of the stricken towers were packed with 

news of the baseball pennant races and breathless accounts of various tawdry celebrity scandals. I took a 

friend to lunch for her birthday, and we groused that the restaurant was out of the crab cakes we came there 

specifically to enjoy. The last thing I did at work that day was make plane reservations for a business trip the 

next week. I didn’t think twice about it. I flew all the time. All I really cared about was getting an aisle seat 

toward the front of the cabin. 

There is no need to describe what happened the next morning. Suffice it to say that September 10 was a line 

of demarcation, the end of an era. And yet I am haunted by it, knowing now that the evil that was to descend 

on us was already metastasizing even as I slept the final hour of the day. 

September 10, and indeed the recent attacks in Paris that have shaken the world, tell us that tomorrow is 

always uncertain. The future is not ours to know. Yet we are given a knowledge far greater than the ability to 

see into tomorrow. The one thing I know about tomorrow, the one single thing I know with the utmost 

certainty, is that God will be there. God is with me today, tomorrow and forever, to guide me through angst 

and uncertainty. I am in the hands of a power so much greater than my fear, greater even than any harm that 

can come to me. 

The terrorist rampage in Paris was not so much a wake-up call as a reminder that the violence of human 

beings has been with us since the beginning, since Cain slew Abel. Yet so has our refuge, a loving God to meet 

us in our greatest strife. 

https://www.guideposts.org/users/edward


THE GIFT TREE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Great day shopping for the Gift Tree.  We were able to pick three different families for a 

total of nine children.   Good shoppers allowed us to get more for our money because we 

took advantage of all the sales.  Thanks to all of the shoppers and also all the people 

who donated money to make this all possible.   Special thanks to Nannette for all the 

time and effort she puts into this in order to make it successful.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


