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In tough times, when we are 
conflicted and pulled in many directions 
it is difficult to see a clear path in life, so 
we often become ambivalent. And we 
know it; we feel compelled to do 
something about it, but somehow we 
can’t because we don’t see a clear path 
towards doing what is right. 

We feel compelled to do something, 
but then somehow just say, “I can only 
do so much.” However, stewardship 
provides a clear path; it gives us a 
road-map toward allocating the precious 
time, talent and resources that God has 
given us. In living the whole of our lives 
to glorify God we can find clear 
decisions that lead us down the right 
path. 

This includes taking good care of our 
bodies, our brains, and our spirit, as well 
as how we minister to our families, how 

we care for one another in God’s 
kingdom. The conflict and ambivalence 
that we may feel can be conquered! 

This month’s issue of Stewardship 
points out that the conflict leading to 
ambivalence is everywhere and that all 
Christians can be plagued with difficult 
choices. Some advise: “Just say No.” 
Others say, “Enough is enough.” This 
doesn’t sit well with many of our 
personal beliefs. In keeping with 
Christian beliefs, we need to find ways to 
“Just say Yes!” A former pastor once 
advised, “Give until it hurts.” This is 
consistent with the belief that one is 
never done repaying our debt to God! 
 
Prayer: Let us not find our rest, Lord, 
until we are dedicated stewards of all 
that we have. Amen 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bethelportvilleny.org/
http://www.upstatenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


 
 
Pray First! 

- 3z¥ Yvv ¦f¥®nbf wfx Yxd ¯zwfxË 
Yxd ¨mfn¥ kYwnvnf¦Ë f¦¢fbnYvv± 
Hillary Peterson, Casey McCarthy, 
Tyler McCarthy, Kendra Linn, 
Travis Dorvit and Kyle Lust.   Fz¥ 
*m¥n¦¨ ¨z af wYdf uxz¯x nx z©¥ 
bzw¢Yxnzx ¦±xzd¦ Þ Zimbabwe 
Yxd Zambia, Yxd z©¥ ¢Y¥¨xf¥ 
¦±xzd Þ Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod.  Fz¥ ¨mf 3¥Yxbn¦bYx 
bzww©xn¨± Y¨ Mt. Irenaeus Yxd 
¨mf Burkhart Retreat Center for 
Life Þ ¥f¨¥fY¨¦ nx z©¥ vzbYv Y¥fYÎ 
3z¥ z©¥ )n¦mz¢¦Ë )n¦mz¢ .vn´Yaf¨m 
.Y¨zx ã.=*!ä Yxd ;zmx >Ybmzv´ 
N¢¦¨Y¨f ?f¯ Vz¥u L±xzdäË 
!¦¦n¦¨Yx¨¦ ¨z ¨mf )n¦mz¢ ,Y®f 
H¥fn¦nxlf¥Ë >Y¥± ;zmx¦zxË Yxd 
,fYx ,Yxnfv K©wkfv¨Î  Fz¥ ¨mf 
wn¦¦nzx bzxl¥flY¨nzx¦ nx z©¥ 
¦±xzdßOrganic Faith nx !wmf¥¦¨ 
Yxd Todos los Hijos de Dios nx 
!w¦¨f¥dYwÎ  3z¥ ¨mf ¢Y¦¨z¥¦ Yxd 
bzxl¥flY¨nzx¦ nx z©¥ 
Lz©¨m¯f¦¨f¥x *zxkf¥fxbf Yxd kz¥ 
z©¥ bzxl¥flY¨nzx bz©xbnv vfYdf¥¦ Þ 
H¥f¦ndfx¨ Bill Graves, Lfb¥f¨Y¥± 
Trinette Brewer, M¥fY¦©¥f¥ Doug 
PloetzË Snbf H¥f¦ndfx¨ JoAnn Kile, 
Yxd wfwaf¥¦ Skip Giberson, 
Donald Linn and Ron Kile. Fz¥ z©¥ 
¦n¦¨f¥ bzxl¥flY¨nzxË Peace 
Lutheran Yxd ¨mfn¥ wnxn¦¨¥± nx 
LvndfvvË =! kz¥ ¨mf wnxn¦¨¥± zk 
ELCMA Þ .®YxlfvnbYv =©¨mf¥Yx 
*zYvn¨nzx kz¥ >n¦¦nzx nx 
!¢¢YvYbmnYÎ  3z¥ Y¥fY wnxn¦¨¥nf¦Í 
Genesis House, Portville 
Community Food Pantry, Yxd 
Interfaith Caregivers, Accounting 
Beyond Borders. 

 

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD outside the 

sanctuary for a COMPLETE SECRETARY’S 

REPORT.   

 

 

Council Member Committee Assignment 

Bill Graves  Council President 

JoAnn Kile  Vice President  

Trinette Brewer  Secretary  

Doug Ploetz  Treasurer 

Skip Giberson   

Ron Kile 

Don Linn  Property 

 

 
 
 
In case of a pastoral emergency, please 
contact the church at:  716-933-6699 or 
Pastor Derek Cheek at 716-307-7963 cell 
phone or at Immanuel 716-372-0650. 
When you call the church phone number it 
will be automatically forwarded to 
Nannette Giberson’s cell phone. You will be 
able to talk directly to her or leave her a 
message and she will return your call. 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
Prayer Chain:  
6k ±z© mY®f xffd zk ¢¥Y±f¥Ë ¯f mY®f Yx 
fwYnv ¢¥Y±f¥ bmYnxÎ  ;©¦¨ bYvv ?Yxxf¨¨f Y¨ 
ĆĀąÝĈĂĂÝććĄĄ z¥ fÝwYnv 
¥Yxlnaf¥¦zxñlwYnvÎbzwÎ  
Mmn¦ n¦ ¨fw¢z¥Y¥± ¯mnvf )f®Ð¦ bzw¢©¨f¥ n¦ 
dz¯xÎ  

)f® Kzanx¦zx Þ ¢mzxf x©waf¥ 
ćĀăÝāāĄÝĂĂăĀ z¥ fÝwYnv Y¨ 
l¥YxdwYlffĆĄąñlwYnvÎbzw 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rangiberson@gmail.com
mailto:grandmagee756@gmail.com


HvfY¦f uff¢ ¨mf¦f wfwaf¥¦ nx ±z©¥ 
¢¥Y±f¥¦ Yxd ¦fxd ¨mfw Y bY¥d nk ±z© 
Y¥f YavfÍ  
 
5nvdY H¥z¦¦f¥  
Ę *©aY >fwz¥nYv 5z¦¢n¨Yv 
?©¥¦nxl 5zwf Þ Kzzw āĂćT 
Āăÿ Tf¦¨ >Ynx L¨¥ff¨ 
*©aYË ?V ĀăĆāĆ  
ãĄćĄä ĈąćÝāÿÿÿ .°¨Î ĆĀā 
 
 
 
 

 

Have you checked out Bethel's 
Facebook Group? 

Mmf ©¥v n¦Í 
 m¨¨¢¦ÍÙÙ¯¯¯ÎkYbfazzuÎbzwÙl¥z©¢¦Ù

ĀāĆāĀÿĄćăĀĀăāĂāÙÎ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*mzn¥ ¢¥Yb¨nbf n¦ mfvd zx L©xdY± 
wz¥xnxl¦ Y¨ ĆÍăĄYwÎ !vv Y¥f ¯fvbzwf 
¨z tznxÎ No audition necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The special offering for June will  be as 
follows: 

1st Sunday Confirmation,  
Rest of the month will be Ruth Brewer’s 

Guatemala Trip 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Mmf Hz¥¨®nvvf 3zzd HYx¨¥± bzvvfb¨¦ ¨mf¦f 
n¨fw¦ zx Yx zxÝlznxl aY¦n¦Í ¦¢Ylmf¨¨nË 
¦¢Ylmf¨¨n ¦Y©bfË ¢Y¦¨YË wYb Yxd bmff¦fË 
¢z¥u Yxd afYx¦Ë bYxxfd ®flf¨Yavf¦ Yxd 
k¥©n¨Ë ¨©xYË ¦z©¢Ë ¥nbfË fll xzzdvf¦Ë bf¥fYv¦ 
Yxd bYxxfd ¨zwY¨zf¦Î  

 
Fundraiser Funds are divided as follows:  
      10% Charity of our choice  
      10% Benevolence 
      Rest in general fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We NEED people to sign up as worship 
servants. 
We are in need of Lectors, Prayer Leaders, 
Ushers, Communion assistants and Altar 
Guild.  There are sign-up sheets on the 
table in Fellowship Hall.   Please sign up for 
one or more of these positions as you feel 
led.   Thank you.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/127210584114232/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/127210584114232/


June 2020 
 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

 
 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 

  1—Joe Shoff 
  2— Nedean Knowlton 
  3—Bryan Hatch, Trinette Brewer 
  4—Chris Linn 
  8—Deb Wolsky 
14—Tom Olson, Carol Parr 
20—Lindsey Nicholas 
21—Rick Giberson, Chris Badger  
22—Justin Brewer, Emily Linn 
23—Jon Wolsky 
28—Lisa Andrus 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

  4—Jon & Amy Giberson 
  9—Doug & Terri Ploetz 
10—Dan & Kerrie Parr 
11—Bill & Judy Graves 
25—Chris & Mary Jane Badger  
29—Warner & Joan Johnson 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR – June 2020  
 

 

 

 

   

Sunday, June 7          The Holy Trinity   

         

 

   

Sunday, June 14                  Lectionary 11   

   

 

   

Sunday, June 21        Lectionary 12   

     

 

 

 Sunday, June 28                    Lectionary 13   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethel will be closed until further notice.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



With great sadness I have to report that my mission trip to Guatemala has been 
cancelled. The covid 19 virus has hit the village of San Juan and they had to close 
the programs at Happy Tummies. They have been able to provide meals to the 
families. We were told that if we were allowed to come, we would have to be 
quarantined for 2 weeks in Guatemala city before we could travel to the village of 
San Juan. The peanut that was donated for my mission trip will be donated to the 
Portville food pantry. The nonperishable items I plan on taking next year as we 
have committed to go in July 2021. I thank you for your continued support. RUTH 

Newsletter from Impacto: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The situations we are facing now days has our hearts shattered. As Christians we cry out 
to God for those who are ill, those who are hungry, those who are facing injustice. At 
times we pray for Christ to come and take His children, then we pray for more time as 
there are still so many who need to hear the Gospel! As Paul said, “���)�R�U���P�H�����W�R���O�L�Y�H���L�V��
�&�K�U�L�V�W���D�Q�G���W�R���G�L�H���L�V���J�D�L�Q��” Phil. 1:21. Seems like many of us are feeling this way. So, let’s 
live as Christ would, standing up for those who have no voice, caring for the sick, and 
loving each person around us in Christ’s love. Let us remember what the Word of God 
says, “���7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���-�H�Z���Q�R�U���* �H�Q�W�L�O�H�����Q�H�L�W�K�H�U���V�O�D�Y�H���Q�R�U���I�U�H�H�����Q�R�U���L�V���W�K�H�U�H���P�D�O�H���D�Q�G��
�I�H�P�D�O�H���I�R�U���\�R�X���D�U�H���D�O�O���R�Q�H���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W���-�H�V�X�V��� �́��* �D�O������������ 

 



 

 

We continue to ask you to      
lift San Juan in prayer, the      
number of COVID-19 cases    
is growing. Remember,   
this is a town that has no       
oxygen, respirators,  
ventilators, and some may    
not be able to afford     
acetaminophen. Pray for   
the families of those who     
are ill, that God will keep      
them healthy and that they     
are able to help nurse their      
loved ones back to health.     
Impacto is asking God for     
wisdom and knowledge to    

know where we are needed the most and trying to help as best we can. We have faith in                   
God and know that this won’t last forever. We are so grateful to all of you who have given                   
for food bags, in total this month we gave almost 200 bags of food! We pray to do the                   
same in June and continue to bless many families. Impacto is working hard on how to                
adjust some ministries so that we may continue helping and sharing about Christ as              
much as we can. We hope to share many new things with you soon! 

Thank you, for your giving heart, for the love you have for the people of Guatemala, for your                  
prayers, and selfless contributions.  

 
 
Time is a funny thing. There are days that seem to last a year and there are days that 
seem to last a second. Very rarely does anyone say, “Wow! That day felt like one day.” 
With the uncertainty we’re facing and the differing opinions we’re hearing we need to rest 
on what is true. The only true and certain thing we can hold on to is our God “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” Hebrews 13:8. For the next few months 
we know many of you will have to make tough decisions about leaving the house, going 
back to work, traveling, finances, school, etc. These decisions are hard enough to make, 
but add a pandemic and suddenly, it just got harder to make every decision. This is our 
prayer for the days to come: 

 ‘God please give everyone wisdom and knowledge, and may the Holy Spirit convict us 
and give us peace in every decision needing to be made. In Jesus’ name, Amen.’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do and not do during a crisis 

In Acts 27 we hear a fascinating story about Paul’s third mission trip; he was traveling to                 
Rome. There was a huge storm that was so powerful they couldn’t control the boat. And in                 
the middle of this storm the sailors decided to do three things we should never do in the                  
middle of a crisis. Acts 27:15b says, “we gave up trying and let it be carried along by the                   
wind.” (GNT)  

1. ��Never, never give up. Stand firm. Paul says, a few times in the New Testament, “So then,��                  
my dear friends, stand firm and steady” 1 Corinthians 15:58 (GNT).  

 


