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 Ash Wednesday is nearly here. Once again, we will go 
out with smudgy foreheads. However, what is the 
point? Do the ashes do anything special? Ash 
Wednesday is a time of telling the truth about 
ourselves—we are mortal, we are sinners in need of 
God’s grace, we were created from the dust of the 
earth, and we will return to the earth when we die. Ash 
Wednesday begins our Lenten journey with Jesus to the 
cross. 

 Easter promises us that death does not have 
the final word for God’s children. Lent reminds us that 
life is short. What will we do with these days of 
preparation? We will be offering various opportunities 
to enhance your Lenten journey. One, which was a 
favorite of Martin Luther’s, is personal confession. In 
the Small Catechism Luther wrote, “Confession 
embraces two parts: the one is, that we confess our 
sins; the other, that we receive absolution, or 
forgiveness, from the confessor, as from God Himself, 
and in no wise doubt, but firmly believe, that our sins 
are thereby forgiven before God in heaven.” I will be 
available to anyone desiring private confession on all 
the Fridays in Lent. You may drop in or give me a call if 
another time is preferable. 

 

 We will also be meeting Wednesday nights for a 
soup and bread supper followed by study and a short 
service. This year we are using Pastor Chris Halverson’s  

 

book, Read, Reflect, Pray to guide our study time. If you 
cannot come on Wednesdays, we will also be using the 
same book for our Sunday morning adult study time.  

 The whole point of Lent is to increase our 
awareness of God--to spend time with God in prayer 
and scripture, to listen to hear our Savior’s voice and to 
follow him. May you be surrounded with God’s love and 
peace in this holy time of preparation? 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Ivy 

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

Bethel, please talk with Pastor Ivy. 

 

 
You are in my prayers. Each week I will be focusing on 

a different member and their family. I will let you know 

when you are especially being prayed for.    Pastor Ivy 

 

 

Going on a trip? Let Pastor Ivy know so we can bless 

you on your way. 
 

 

http://www.bethelportvilleny.org/
http://www.upstatenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


 
 

HOW MUCH CAN GOD TRUST YOU WITH? 
 

We never really own anything, it’s just a loan.  It 
was God’s property before we arrived, and He’ll 
lend it to somebody else after we’re gone. Our 
selfish culture says, “If I don’t own it, why should I 
take care of it?”  Those who understand God’s will 
live by a higher standard.  They say, “Because God 
owns it, I’ll take even better care of it!”  In God’s 
kingdom, “Those who are trusted with something 
valuable must show they are worthy of that trust” 
(1 CO 4:2).  To illustrate this, Jesus told the story of 
a businessman who entrusted his wealth to his 
servants while he was away. When he returned he 
evaluated and rewarded them accordingly: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!” (Mt. 25: 21). When you make the most 
of what God has given to you He promises three 
rewards. First, you’ll be given commendation:  
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Next you’ll 
receive promotion:  “I will put you in charge of 
many things.” Finally, you’ll be honored with a 
celebration:  “Come and share your master’s 
happiness.”  For many of us, money is the greatest 
test of all.  Jesus addresses this: “If you are 
untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust 
you with the true riches of heaven?” (Lk. 16:11). 
There’s a direct correlation between how you use 
your money, and the quality of your life.  So the 
question is: could the way you’re handling your 
money be preventing God from blessing you with 
more?  
 
 

 

 

 
 
Pray First! 

- for all service men and women, and 

their families, especially Juan 
Fraustro, Andrew Wright, Casey 
McCarthy, Mike Copponi, Lee Walden, 
Josh Canaan, Zachary Russell and 
Kendra Linn. 

- for Christ to be made known in our 

companion synods – Zimbabwe  and 

Zambia, and our partner synod – 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod 

- for the Franciscan community at Mt. 
Irenaeus and the Burkhart Retreat 
Center for Life – retreats in our local 

area 

- for our Bishops, Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton (ELCA) and Marie Jerge 

Upstate New York Synod), Assistants 

to the Bishop Dave Preisinger, Mary 

Johnson, and Dean Daniel Rumfelt.  
for the mission congregations in our 

synod—Organic Faith in Amherst and 

Todos los Hijos de Dios in Amsterdam 

- for the pastors and congregations in 

our Southwestern Conference and our 

for our congregation council leaders – 

President Bryan Hatch, Secretary Jo 
Kile, Treasurer Doug Ploetz, and 

members Gary Murray, Rick Giberson, 
Marie Franquet, and Jerry Maerten 

- for our sister congregation, Peace 
Lutheran and their ministry in Slidell, 

LA for the ministry of ELCMA – 
Evangelical Lutheran Coalition for 

Mission in Appalachia 

- for area ministries:  Genesis House, 
Portville Community Food Pantry, and 

Interfaith Caregivers. 
 



 
 

 

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD outside the sanctuary 

for a COMPLETE SECRETARY’S REPORT.   

 

 

Council Member   Committee Assignment 

Bryan Hatch   Council President 

Pastor Ivy   Worship and Music 

Jo Kile    Stewardship 

Doug Ploetz   Treasurer 

Jerry Maerten      Outreach/Evangelism 

Marie Franquet   Education 

Rick Giberson   Property 

Gary Murray   Fellowship 

 

 

 

 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

January 2014 Financial Summary 

Beginning Checkbook balance            $4 

Beginning Savings balance              $110 

 

General offering                       $4,685 

Designated giving                        $432 

Fund raisers- for Bethel                 $0  

 

Total Income                                    $5,117 

Total Expenses                         $5,847 

Net Income                                           -$730 

Ending checkbook balance              $0 

Ending Savings Balance                    $110 

 

Bills due  

2013 Synod Benevolence              $234 

Pastor Retirement/disability $1,310 

Workers Comp                                         947 

Portville Food Pantry 257 

Misc. Bills $397 

Total Bills Due                                  $3,145 

 

 

 

 

 
An Additional $600 was drawn from the Church 

Improvement fund in January to meet payroll 

expenses.   We began the year with the bills paid in 

full, and now have over $2,800 due or past due.  

 

The winter months are particularly high expense 

months for the church as we not only have higher 

heating bills, but we also have fire insurance and 

workers compensation insurance due in January and 

February.     Based on our budget we need income of 

$8134/month.  As you can see January income was 

just over half of that.   All of our expenses this time of 

year are high with heating bills, and taxes, but I ask 

that you remember the church with your generosity 

and help us to catch up on the bills that are past due.    

Peace 

Doug Ploetz 

Bethel Lutheran Treasurer 

 

February as of 02/23/14---Income $3,975 

 

In addition to the listed bills we have payroll due on 

Feb. 28
th

 of $2,640 plus an additional $1,317 for 

retirement and disability is due on 03-01-14.  Current 

checkbook balance is $957.  

 

 

 

 
 

Choir practice is held Sunday mornings at 7:45am. 

All are welcome to join.  No audition necessary.  

 

 

Once again we are entering a New Year and need 
people to sign up as worship servants. 
We are in need of Lectors, Prayer Leaders, Ushers, 
Communion assistants and Altar Guild. 
There are sign-up sheets on the table in 
Fellowship Hall.   Please sign up for one or more of 
these positions as you feel led.   Thank you.   
 



   
 

If  you are new to our church or if you noticed 

that your anniversary or birthday never 

appeared, please let Nannette, June or Pastor 

Ivy know your information so we can start the 

new year off with an updated birthday and 

anniversary list.   We sure don’t want to miss 

wishing anyone a Happy Birthday.   Thanks. 

 

Notice:  Deadline for newsletter articles is the third Sunday 

of each month.  Please send them to me at my home e-mail 

at Junebug44@frontiernet.net or you can leave written ones 

in the top basket on the secretary’s desk in the office.  If you 

ave questions you can call me at 814-698-2648. 

 

 
 
BASKETS OF PROMISE  
 
Donate items for Lutheran World Relief 
Kits to help people in need. 
 
This Lenten season, our congregation is taking part in 
LWR’s Baskets of Promise appeal. Each week in Lent, 
we’ll collect items to form LWR Personal Care Kits that 
help impoverished people stay healthy in life’s most 
challenging situations.   
 
 Here is our collection schedule: 
 
March  9th – Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz. , any brand in 
original wrapping) 
March  16th– Bath Towels (light-weight, maximum 52” x 
27”, dark color recommended) 
March  23rd – Toothbrushes (adult size, in original 
packaging) 
March 30th  – Combs 
April  6th – Nail Clippers (metal, attached file optional) 
April  13th (PALM SUNDAY) Bars of soap  
 
 If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Ivy. 

 

 

 

 

STOP, CARE, ACT FOR THE HUNGRY 
   
The 2014 Synod Hunger Campaign invites our 
congregations to follow the example of the Good 
Samaritan. 
   
STOP: Consider hinger needs at home, across the 
country and around the world. Use the ELCA Hunger 
Packets. 
   
CARE: Raise awareness in your congregation of the 
needs of you local food banks and pantries. Learn about 
the many places our Hunger Dollars make a difference. 
   
ACT: Each congregation in the Synod is challenged to 
raise at least $400 for the Hunger Campaign and bring it 
to the assembly. 
 
 
 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY PROJECT - ALUMINUM CAN TAB 
COLLECTION 
   
At our June 2013 Synod 
Assembly, the aluminum can 
tab collection project was very 
successful. At a recent meeting 
of the Synod Assembly 
Planning Team, it was decided 
that we would again conduct 
this collection at the 2014 
Synod Assembly. This is a 
project that every 
congregation in the Synod can 
participate in. As we did last year, the collection point 
will be in the area of the registration table. The 
proceeds from the collection will benefit two (2) 
established, Synod supported charities, which have yet 
to be determined. The Synod Assembly Planning Team 
will make an announcement as to the charities chosen 
in the near future. 
   
Start your collection project now and bring the collected 
tabs to Synod Assembly. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:Junebug44@frontiernet.net


 
 

 
The Fun Fleece time at the Presbyterian 

Church on February 10
th

 was a great success 

this year.   There were 32 people in 

attendance and 13 of them were people from 

Bethel.  There were a total of 45 blankets 

made for donation.  Not all were made that 

night as some were made ahead of time.    

The Bethel people made at least 8 of those 

blankets that night.   What a blessing to be 

able to help an organization such as the 

Southern Tier Child Advocacy Center.    

Thanks to everyone who participated.   

 

 

 

 

 

A thank you was received from the ELCA 

for our gift of $365.00 for the ELCA World 

Hunger appeal. 

 

Our gift is greatly appreciated and is a 

blessing to those in need.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

A Sunday school teacher asked her little 
children, as they were on the way to church 
service, 

  
"And why is it necessary to be quiet in  
church?" 

  
One bright little girl replied, 

  

"Because people are sleeping." 
 
 

 

 



March 2014 
 

 

 

 

to: 
 

  3—Crystal Benson 

  5—Kristen Keenan 

  5—Jo An Brooks 

  6—Ruth Brewer 

  9—Ted Scott 

14—Amy Giberson 

18—Marge Nix 

22—Kyle Dunn 

22—Alyssa Shelander 

24—Chris Franquet 

25—Chris Scott 

26—Jennifer Baughman 

27—Jen Talmadge 
 

 

 

 

to: 
 
 

20—Ron & Jo Kile 

 

 

 
 

Worship Assistants 
 

Lectors 
Mar 2

nd
   .............................. Bev Robinson 

 

Mar 9
th

  ..................................... Ariel Kile 
 

Mar 16
th

  ............................. Bev Robinson 
 

Mar 23
rd

 ............................... June Murray 
 

Mar 30
th

………. ……….…… June Murray 
 

 

Prayer Leaders 
Mar 2

nd
  ................................ June Murray 

 

Mar 9
th
 ................................ Bev Robinson 

 

Mar 16
th

  .............................. June Murray 
 

Mar 23
rd

  ............................. Bev Robinson 
 

Mar 30
th

 ………………….………Jo Kile
 

 

Assistants for March 
 

Acolyte……………………. ......... Kassie Lopes  
 

Communion Assistants........ Bill Graves 

…………………………………..Judy Graves 
  

Usher/s ............................ Jerry Maerten 
  

Altar Guild ......................... June Murray  

   March 9
th

 ……………..Nannette Giberson 
 

Bread Bakers………………………. Ron Kile



BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR – MARCH 2014  
 
Sunday, March 2           EVANGELISM SUNDAY    
                              7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

                              9:00am- Worship with Fellowship following 

                                               10:30am- Sunday school and Confirmation class 

        11:00am-Adult Bible study  

Monday, March 3                          Pastor Ivy’s Day Off 

Wednesday, March 5      7:00pm – Community Ash Wednesday Service at Bethel  

 

Sunday, March 9     FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT      
          7:45am- Choir rehearsal 

          9:00am – Worship with Fellowship following 

          10:30am – Sunday school and Confirmation Class 

          11:00am -Adult Bible study 

Monday, March 10                        Pastor Ivy’s Day Off  

Tuesday, March 11                             3:00pm – Worship and Music Committee  

Tuesday, March 11        6:00pm- Stewardship Meeting  

Wednesday, March 12      6:00pm – Lenten Soup and Bread Supper, Study and Service  

Thursday, March 13      7:00pm – Church Council  

 

 Sunday, March 16    SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT      
        7:45am-Choir rehearsal 

         9:00am- Worship with Stewardship Thank You Dinner following 

    10:30am – Sunday school and Confirmation class  

        11:00am-  No adult Bible Study  
Monday, March 17            Pastor Ivy’s Day Off 

Tuesday, March 19        3:00pm – Christian Education Committee  

Wednesday, March 19       6:00pm – Lenten Soup and Bread Supper, Study and Service 

  

Sunday, March 23               THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT       
         7:45am – Choir rehearsal 

9:00am – Worship with Fellowship time following.      

    10:30 am- Sunday school and Confirmation Class 

    11:00 am- Adult Bible study 

Monday, March 24            Pastor Ivy’s Day Off 

Tuesday, March 25       3:00- Christian Education Team Meeting 

Wednesday, March 26      6:00pm – Lenten Soup and Bread Supper, Study and Service 
 

Sunday, March 30   FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

         7:45am – Choir rehearsal 

         9:00am – Worship with Healing Service/ Fellowship Time Follows  

        10:30am – Sunday school and Confirmation Class  

        11:00am – Adult Bible study  

Monday, March 31            Pastor Ivy’s Day Off   
 

 



 

    MARCH 2014 

Syria: ELCA urges more support for refugees 
"The most vulnerable Syrian refugees should be resettled in the United States" and U.S. diplomatic efforts 
should be increased to bring about peace in Syria, said an ELCA statement submitted to a U.S. Senate 
subcommittee. See www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7639. 

Holy Land: A special dedication on the Jordan River 
Built on the traditional site where it is believed Jesus was baptized, the Evangelical Lutheran Church at 
Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan was dedicated in January. Guests, clergy and royalty from around the world 
attended. See www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7641 and www.ELCA.org/Living-Lutheran/Photos (the Jan. 
27 entry). 

Hong Kong: 25th anniversary for Lutherans 
More than 1,000 members and leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong kicked off the 
church’s year-long celebration of its first 25 years with a walkathon and worship service in January. See 
www.Facebook.com/GlobalLinks. 

Kenya: Thriving rural congregations 
After visiting three rural congregations in Kenya, ELCA missionaries Michael Fonner and Leslie Weed-
Fonner said, "All three are building their own new churches under their own leadership, using their own 
expertise and labor, and raising their own funds. How exciting this is!" See www.ELCA.org/News-and-
Events/blogs/HandInHand/409. 

First director of ELCA Global Mission dies 
The Rev. Mark William Thomsen, 82, died Jan. 20 in Wautoma, Wis. "Mark's visionary leadership provided a 
strong foundation for the development of the ELCA's global mission engagement, with a particular emphasis 
on interfaith relationships," said the Rev. Rafael Malpica, current executive director for ELCA Global Mission. 
See www.ELCA.org/News-and-Events/7642. 

Global missionaries meet vital needs 
More than 240 ELCA missionaries serve in more than 40 countries around the world. Some are doctors in 
rural areas. Others teach children where there are few opportunities to go to school or work in seminaries 
that prepare pastors and future church leaders. See www.ELCA.org/missionarysponsorship. 

Introducing Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA 
The Campaign for the ELCA offers an opportunity for all of us in this church to deepen and expand the 
mission and ministries to which we are committed, including those of ELCA Global Church Sponsorship: 
Missionaries and Young Adults in Global Mission, International Leaders and Global Ministries. Please watch 
this video and prayerfully consider how you can help do God’s work in the world through the Campaign for 
the ELCA: www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNkBhGgYZn0&feature=youtu.be. 

Hungary: Support and follow Young Adults in Global Mission! 
Five young adults are serving for a year with the Roma people in education, agriculture and social ministries. 
Learn more and make a gift to support them at https://community.ELCA.org/hungary. Or email 
globalchurch@elca.org to request a profile and list of their blogs. 

Helping future leaders achieve their potential 
In the last 25 years, over 800 international leaders have completed their studies with ELCA scholarships at 
colleges, universities and seminaries in the United States and around the world. Read more at 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fNews-and-Events%2f7639&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ELCA.org%2fNews-and-Events%2f7641&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ELCA.org%2fLiving-Lutheran%2fPhotos&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fGlobalLinks&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ELCA.org%2fNews-and-Events%2fblogs%2fHandInHand%2f409&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ELCA.org%2fNews-and-Events%2fblogs%2fHandInHand%2f409&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fNews-and-Events%2f7642&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ELCA.org%2fmissionarysponsorship&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3drNkBhGgYZn0%26feature%3dyoutu.be&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.ELCA.org%2fhungary&srcid=44725&srctid=1&erid=7886675&trid=5e252b9c-d2e4-4487-bd6c-29b31f93d15b
mailto:globalchurch@elca.org


www.ELCA.org/InternationalLeaders. 

Free ‘Global Church PlaceMap’ 
This resource has been redesigned for use as dinner place mats, displays or coloring sheets. Download an 
11x17 copy at www.ELCA.org/resources/globalchurch under the "General" tab. Request 100 or 200 
PlaceMaps printed in pads with free shipping and handling at 800-638-3522 or RIS@elca.org. Order larger 
quantities at www.ELCA.org/globalmission-resources; shipping and handling charges will apply. 

New ELCA Malaria Campaign resources 
Look for new resources this year — such as a World Malaria Day action kit and a vacation Bible school 
curriculum — to help you learn more about the impact Lutheran malaria programs are making in Africa and 
to help you tell the story to your friends, congregation and synod. See www.ELCA.org/News-and-
Events/blogs/ELCAMalariaCampaign/192. 
 
Act 2Day 4Tomorrow: An overnight youth lock-in from ELCA World Hunger! 
This program helps youth learn how to help eradicate hunger and poverty in the world. During the spiritual 
practice of fasting, they will engage in activities and times of reflection centered on seven faith practices. 
Materials for the program have everything you need, including an activities booklet, schedules, a 
promotional poster and more! See http://resources.elca.org/Hunger_Resources-
Act_2Day_4Tomorrow_Packet.html. 

In our prayers  
Remember in your prayers ELCA missionaries in Argentina Erin and Josh Branchaud, whose work includes 
youth, music and congregational ministries. (This prayer suggestion for March 26 is available later in March 
along with daily prayers for the global, social and outreach ministries of the ELCA at 
www.ELCA.org/prayerventures.)  
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YOU TOOK MY PARKING 
SPACE AT CHURCH 
  

This should wake us up. 
  
One day, a man went to visit a church; he 
got there early, parked his car and got out. 
Another car pulled up near the driver got 
out and said, “I always park there! You 
took my place!"  
  
The visitor went inside for Sunday school, 
found an empty seat and sat down. A 
young lady from the church approached 
him and stated, "That's my seat! You took 
my place!" The visitor was somewhat 
distressed by this rude welcome, but said 
nothing... 
  
After Sunday school, the visitor went into 
the sanctuary and sat down. Another 
member walked up to him and said, 
"That's where I always sit! You took my 
place!" The visitor was even more 
troubled by this treatment, but still He 
said nothing. 
  
Later as the congregation was praying for 
Christ to dwell among them, the visitor 
stood up, and his appearance began to 
change... Horrible scars became visible on 
his hands and on his sandaled feet. 
Someone from the congregation noticed 
him and called out, "What happened to 
you?" The visitor replied, as his hat 
became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell 
from his eye, "I took your place." 

 

 

 
 

 

FOUR RULES TO LIVE BY:  
 
Drink, Steal, Swear, and Lie. 
     
I met this guy while traveling and he has a 
motto he lives by everyday.   
  
He said listen carefully and live by these 4 
rules:   
    
Drink, Steal, Swear, and Lie.  
     
I was shaking my head no, but he then 
told me to listen while he explained his 4 
rules.   
     
So here they are:   
    
Drink from the "everlasting cup" every 
day.   
    
Steal a moment to help someone that is in 
worse shape than you are.   
     
Swear that you will be a better person 
today than yesterday.  
     
And last, but not least, when you lie down 
at night thank God for his son Jesus and 
you live in a free country called THE USA. 
   
 
  

 

 



THE BIRTH OF THE HYMN "PRECIOUS 
LORD" 
  

Back in 1932, I was a fairly new husband. My wife, 
Nettie and I were living in a little apartment 
on Chicago’s south side. One hot August afternoon 
I had to go to St. Louis where I was to be the 
featured soloist at a large revival meeting. I didn't 
want to go; Nettie was in the last month of 
pregnancy with our first child, but a lot of people 
were expecting me in St. Louis. I kissed Nettie 
goodbye, clattered downstairs to our Model A and, 
in a fresh Lake Michigan breeze, chugged out 
of Chicago on Route 66. 
  
However, outside the city, I discovered that in my 
anxiety at leaving, I had forgotten my music case. I 
wheeled around and headed back. 
  
I found Nettie sleeping peacefully. I hesitated by 
her bed; something was strongly telling me to stay, 
but eager to get on my way, and not wanting to 
disturb Nettie, I shrugged off the feeling and 
quietly slipped out of the room with my music. 
 
The next night, in the steaming St. Louis heat, the 
crowd called on me to sing again and again. When I 
finally sat down, a messenger boy ran up with 
a Western Union telegram. I ripped open the 
envelope.... 
  
Pasted on the yellow sheet were the words: 
  
YOUR WIFE JUST DIED. 
  
People were happily singing and clapping around 
me, but I could hardly keep from crying out. I 
rushed to a phone and called home. All I could hear 
on the other end was "Nettie is dead. Nettie is 
dead.'" 
  
When I got back, I learned that Nettie had given 
birth to a boy. I swung between grief and joy. Yet 
that same night, the baby died. I buried Nettie and 
our little boy together, in the same casket. Then I 
fell apart. For days I closeted myself. I felt that God 
had done me an injustice. I didn't want to serve 
Him anymore or write gospel songs I just wanted to 

go back to that jazz world I once knew so well. But 
then, as I hunched alone in that dark apartment 
those first sad days, I thought back to the 
afternoon I went to St. Louis. 
  
Something kept telling me to stay with Nettie. Was 
that something God? Oh, if I had paid more 
attention to Him that day, I would have stayed and 
been with Nettie when she died. 
  

From that moment on I vowed to listen more 
closely to Him. But still I was lost in grief. Everyone 
was kind to me, especially one friend. The following 
Saturday evening he took me up to 
Maloney's Poor College, a neighborhood music 
school. It was quiet; the late evening sun crept 
through the curtained windows. 
  

I sat down at the piano, and my hands began to 
browse over the keys. Something happened to me 
then. I felt at peace. I felt as though I could reach 
out and touch God. I found myself playing a 
melody. Once in my head they just seemed to fall 
into place: 'Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me 
on, let me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn, 
through the storm, through the night, lead me on 
to the light, take my hand, precious Lord, lead me 
home.' 
  
The Lord gave me these words and melody, He also 
healed my spirit. I learned that when we are in our 
deepest grief, when we feel farthest from God, this 
is when He is closest, and when we are most open 
to His restoring power. 
  
And so I go on living for God willingly and joyfully, 
until that day comes when He will take me and 
gently lead me home. 
- - - -Tommy Dorsey 
  
For those too young to know who he is, Tommy Dorsey 
was a well-known band leader in the 1930's and 40's. 
  
Did you know that Tommy Dorsey wrote this song? I 
surely didn't. What a wonderful story of how God CAN 
heal the brokenhearted! Beautiful, isn't it? 
  
Worth the reading, wasn't it? Think on the message for 
a while. 



Should We Pursue Those Leaving the Church? 
 

By Brad Powell 
 

Q:  Our church has been in transition for about 15 months and we are still slowly losing 
people. The major problem and disappointment comes when the people who leave are 
dishonest with me and minimize the magnitude of their disagreement. Yet, they malign me 
to other members on their way out. Would you advise pursuing these members and lay 
leaders who are leaving our church or indicating they’re about to leave?  
 
A:  I can’t tell you how common this problem is and how often I’ve experienced it in my own 
leadership. To both react and lead properly in this challenge, I’ve chosen a foundational 
principle that I build my life and leadership on: “I have to love people without needing them.”  
 In the early days of my ministry, I loved growth—which I translated as “success”—so I 
did whatever it took to keep every single person in our church. To me, each person 
represented growth and size. Anyone leaving seemed to represent failure. But I soon learned 
that this attitude was both unhealthy and destructive. It caused me to fight to keep people in 
the church who were undercutting the vision, biblical values, and enthusiasm we needed to 
reach new people and grow. They also were stifling the credibility and influence I was building 
as a leader. 
 Realize this:  people who are talking about leaving your church for negative reasons will 
not be positive or supportive. As a result, they will make it their goal to influence other people 
to think and act negatively. So I don’t advise pursuing them or attempting to get them to stay. 
It won’t be positive for your church or for them. Instead, as pastors we must love them 
enough to let them go and find a church that lives up to their expectations. We must love 
them without needing them. When we need them, we compromise the good of the church to 
keep them. 
 I don’t have to tell you that trying to keep these people isn’t healthy or God-honoring 
leadership. The good shepherd protects the sheep from exposure to harmful and destructive 
elements, and this is the role we have as pastors. Nothing is more destructive than a wolf 
dressed up in sheep’s clothing. So you must protect your church from people like this. 
 In the early days of our transition at NorthRidge, a young couple’s class of nearly 60 
people walked out of the church. Because the average age of our congregation was 60-plus, 
losing young people was about the worst thing that could happen to us. The only thing worse 
would’ve been surrendering our vision and values to their agenda in order to keep them. 
Though I desperately wanted them to stay, I knew I couldn’t allow myself to need them more 
than I needed to make the right decisions as a leader. The situation was difficult, but the short-
term loss has allowed our church to experience long-term gain we would never have found if 
I’d tried to keep them. 
 This heart-wrenching loss taught me a valuable lesson. Sometimes the best thing that 
can happen for the health of a church is for the right people to leave. By the right people, I 
don’t necessarily mean bad or ungodly people. Though to be honest, this is sometimes the 



case. Rather, I mean those people who, for whatever reasons, will never be part of the church 
moving forward. I strongly believe that you should let them go. But be prepared. These people 
don’t generally leave quietly or respectfully. I’ll never forget the very public words one 
disgruntled lady directed my way as she was leaving for the last time: “You have the face of an 
angel, but the heart of a thief.” Ouch. When people leave this way, they seldom are content to 
leave alone. Just remember:   the negative splash won’t last long, but the health and peace 
that follows will have long-term positive impact. 
 Of course, you’ll always have caveats. If the problem stems from a misunderstanding 
with people who have proven to be good-hearted and have bought into the church’s new 
direction, pursuing a fix could very well be worth it. And I encourage you to do everything you 
can to mend those relationships. Though we must be willing to lose people, it’s certainly not 
the goal. But if fixing the misunderstanding requires you to change your ministry direction, it’s 
not worth it. 
 Experience has shown me that negative people only have one agenda—to spread their 
negativity. So you must get them out fast, and then protect the rest of the congregation. 
When these situations erupted in our church, I’d call together anyone or any groups of people 
I knew who had heard the negative comments and I’d spend time with them. I’d lay out the 
situation before them and talk about what they had heard versus the reality of the situation. 
In most cases, this honest interaction protected our church from misperceptions of reality, as 
well as the negative ripple effect that happens when people don’t know the truth. 
 But remember to address the issue with only the people potentially influenced by the 
negativity. Many years ago, my dad gave me good counsel:  don’t bring a hundred people in on 
something that only affects three. So while it’s your responsibility to protect the church, make 
sure you’re talking to the appropriate people. I’ve known many leaders who compounded the 
problem by introducing it to a larger group than necessary. 
 And remember, you must love people without needed them. 

 
 “ Keep Them Coming: Close the Back Door and Keep New Guests Engaged in Your Church”. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Facing a battle? 

Don’t try to— 

Figure your way through, 

Reason your way through, 

Guess your way through, 

Feel your way through, 

Push your way through, 

Manipulate your way through; 

Fake your way through.  

What should you do? 

Trust your way through! 

We do not know what to do, but our eyes 

are upon You. 2 Chronicles 20:12 AMP 

Pray your way through! 

Pray at all times (on every occasion, in 

every season) in the Spirit, with all 

[manner of] prayer and entreaty. To that 

end keep alert and watch with strong 

purpose and perseverance. Ephesians 

6:18 AMP  

Believe your way through! 

This is the victory that conquers the world, 

even our faith. 1 John 5:4 AMP 

Walk your way through! 

When you walk through the fire of 

oppression, you will not be burned up; the 

flames will not consume you. For I am the 

Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

your Savior. Isaiah 43:2-3 NLT  

Praise your way through! 

So the people shouted when the priests 

blew the trumpets. And it happened when 

the people heard the sound of the trumpet, 

and the people shouted with a great shout, 

that the wall fell down flat. Joshua 6:20 

NKJV 
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Lent is the Christian season of preparation before Easter.   In Western Christianity, Ash 
Wednesday marks the first day, or the start of the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior 
to Easter (Sundays are not included in the count). 
Lent is a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, 
repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. The purpose is to set aside time for reflection 
on Jesus Christ - his suffering and his sacrifice, his life, death, burial and resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch Into Lent from “Living Lutheran,” 01/30/2013 

Have you decided what you will give up for Lent yet? In the past, a Lenten 
discipline meant giving something up, often something that we shouldn’t have 
been doing anyway. 

Those Lenten disciplines are still valid, especially if you tie the giving up to 
something spiritual. For example, you give up sugar and contribute the money 
you would have spent on sweets to ELCA World Hunger.  
 
But what if instead of giving something up, we added something to enrich our 
spiritual lives? For those of you who are baffled, below are some suggestions to 
help you launch into Lent.  
 
Increase your reading 
 
You might wail, “But what should I read?” Why not start with the Bible? Read a 
Gospel from beginning to end. Dip into some of the other New Testament books. 
Read a Psalm a day.  
 
Lent is also a good time to add some devotional reading to your day. You’ve got a 
lot of possibilities. Choose a theological author, and chances are good that 
someone has taken part of their work and transformed it into a devotional 
resource.  
 
Augsburg Fortress has a wonderful "40 Day Journey With ___" series (Julian of 
Norwich, Madeleine L’Engle, and Kathleen Norris, among many others) which 
combines the writing of the author, some Scripture reading, some questions to 
ponder and some writing prompts.  
 
You might decide you want to continue this discipline beyond Lent. Luckily the 
series has many books.  
 
For a more traditional series with reading alone, look for the "A Year with ___" 
series (Thomas Merton, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and C.S. Lewis, among many others).  
 
 



Boost your prayer life 
 
If you’re not praying on a regular basis, now’s a good time to start. Begin your day 
with prayer, or end it with prayer or both.  
 
If you’re not sure what to say, start with thank you. Or, pray the Lord’s Prayer. If 
you want a bit more discipline, try praying for people who annoy you.  
 
Pray for countries that seem opposed to ours.  
 
Pray for peace.  
 
Ask God for what you need. Ask God to be with leaders. Ask God to be with those 
who need help: Pray for the sick, pray for the newly wedded, pray for that 
homeless person you always see wandering around, pray for your boss, pray for 
your family, pray for the local schools.  
 
Experiment with a creative practice 
 
You may not think of yourself as creative, but you likely were creative once. Try 
one or more of the following to reconnect with your artistic self:  
 
- Buy a big box of crayons (or paints or pastels or any medium that makes you 
excited). Create a picture that addresses your spiritual life. 
 
- Go to the store and buy three bouquets of flowers. Rearrange them into two 
bouquets and put them where you'll see them and be reminded of God's 
flowering love for you. Take this process one step further: Plant a flower pot or a 
garden. 
 
- The image of God as a potter recurs in the Bible. Buy some clay and play with it. 
If you are the clay, how is God shaping you? Make that shape. 
 
- Learn to bake bread. Bread is an amazingly forgiving food and will endure 
countless experiments.  
 
- Start a spiritual journal. Each day, write down five things you’re grateful for. Or 



write down people you need to remember to pray for. Or write a short 
meditation on a Bible verse or a song. Make a list of where you see God at work in 
the world. Write out your prayers.  
 
Step up your charitable efforts 
 
Hopefully, you’re already making some attempt to be part of God’s vision for 
social justice, either by contributing time, money or materials. You might consider 
a few of the following suggestions:  
 
- Make an extra contribution to your favorite charity. Maybe you could make one 
extra contribution per week. It doesn’t have to be huge. But it could be.  
 
- Clean out your closets. Give away anything you haven’t worn in the past year. 
Clean out your kitchen cupboards.  
 
- When you go to the grocery store, buy some extra food for your favorite charity. 
 
- See if you can increase your tithe by 5 or 10 percent above what you’re doing 
now. 
 
- Give some extra time during Lent. Volunteer at a soup kitchen or a food pantry. 
Go to a nursing home and sing some old gospel songs. Think about the people you 
know who have lives that are falling apart; go buy cards and put them in the mail.  
 
Try a spiritual practice that you’ve never tried before 
 
Don’t feel compelled to go too far outside of your comfort zone. But even within 
your comfort zone, you’ll probably notice many practices that you might have 
wanted to try or that you once tried and let fall away:  
 
- Find a labyrinth and walk it. Many churches and retreat centers have installed 
labyrinths. What do you do once you’re there? Simply walk. Follow the path in 
and follow it back out again -- you can’t go wrong. Some people pray or recite a 
Bible verse as they walk. 
 
- Go to a weekly concert. Many churches offer a weekly concert during Lent, often 



at lunchtime. Call some of the churches around your workplace to see if they’re 
offering anything. Leave the office, sit in a worship site, and enjoy some different 
music. 
 

- Many churches offer an extra service during the week or Bible study. Resolve to 
add one opportunity to your weekly schedule.  
 
- See more at: http://www.elca.org/en/Living-
Lutheran/Seeds/2013/01/130130b#sthash.zTElU1AJ.dpuf 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


