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In a  previous issue of the  Stewardship it 
describes how a husband and wife manage their 
money. They use the envelope system. They take 
12 envelopes, each of which are labeled with a 
word indicating where money put in that envelope 
is to go. For example, one envelop might have the 
word “Home” on it, another “Food,” still another 
“Utilities” and so forth. 

The first envelope in the stack was labeled 
“Church.” It was obvious that they realized God 
and the church were their first priority. That made 
sense because God is our Creator and the church is 
where we worship God, where we learn of God’s 
will for our lives, where we join others in organizing 
to work on behalf of establishing God’s kingdom on 
earth for which we regularly pray. The church is 
also where we have fellowship with other 
Christians, where we learn and laugh and share 

joys and sorrows, where we break bread together 
and where we sing: 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ 
her Lord, 
  she is his new creation by water and the 
Word. 
From heaven he came and sought her to be 
his holy bride; 
  with his own blood he bought her, and for 
her life he died. (Samuel J. Stone) 

The church was of great importance to this couple; 
here we are reminded that our lives are in God’s 
hands and it is God’s care that will guide us through 
whatever difficulties we face. It is here that we 
receive guidance and the assurance of God’s love 

as we worship with the family of God. 

Prayer: Merciful God, help us to keep our focus 
upon you and the helpful guidance you offer us 
throughout our lives. In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bethelportvilleny.org/
http://www.upstatenysynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


 
The Portville Food Pantry collects these items on an 

on-going basis: spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, pasta, 
mac and cheese, pork and beans, canned 

vegetables, tuna, soup, rice, egg noodles, and 
canned tomatoes.  Any donations would be greatly 

appreciated.  
 

 
 

Pray First! 
- For all service men and women, and their 

families, especially Casey McCarthy, Tyler 
McCarthy, Kendra Linn and Travis Dorvit..  

For Christ to be made known in our 
companion synods – Zimbabwe  and 

Zambia, and our partner synod – 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod.  For the 
Franciscan community at Mt. Irenaeus 

and the Burkhart Retreat Center for Life – 
retreats in our local area.  For our 

Bishops, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton (ELCA) 
and John Macholz Upstate New York 
Synod), Assistants to the Bishop Dave 
Preisinger, Mary Johnson, and Dean 

Daniel Rumfelt.  For the mission 
congregations in our synod—Organic 

Faith in Amherst and Todos los Hijos de 
Dios in Amsterdam.  For the pastors and 

congregations in our Southwestern 
Conference and for our congregation 

council leaders – President Bill Graves,  
Secretary Linda Scott, Treasurer Doug 
Ploetz, Vice President Ruth Brewer and 

members Caroline Miller, Donald Linn and 
Jerry Maerten. For our sister 

congregation, Peace Lutheran and their 
ministry in Slidell, LA for the ministry of 
ELCMA – Evangelical Lutheran Coalition 

for Mission in Appalachia.  For area 
ministries:  Genesis House, Portville 

Community Food Pantry, and Interfaith 
Caregivers. 

Notice:  When you call the church phone number it will 
ōŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ 
phone. You will be able to talk directly to her or leave 
her a message and she will return your call.  Thank 

you.   

 
We NEED people to sign up as worship servants. 
We are in need of Lectors, Prayer Leaders, Ushers, 
Communion assistants and Altar Guild.  There are sign-
up sheets on the table in Fellowship Hall.   Please sign 
up for one or more of these positions as you feel led.   
Thank you.   

 
 

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD outside the 

sanctuary for a COMPLETE SECRETARY’S 

REPORT.   

 
Council Member   Committee 

Assignment 

Bill Graves     Council President 

Ruth Brewer   Vice President  

Linda Scott    Secretary  

Doug Ploetz   Treasurer 

Ruth Brewer    Worship and Music & 

    Christian Education  

Caroline Miller  Stewardship & 

Fellowship   

Jerry Maerten      Outreach/Evangelism 

Don Linn    Property 

 

 

 
 

Choir practice is held Sunday mornings at 8:00 am. 

All are welcome to join.  No audition necessary. 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain:  
If you have need of prayer, we have an e-mail 
prayer chain.  Just call Bev Robinson – phone 
number 814-225-3341 or e-mail at 
grandmagee7@verizon.net.  

mailto:grandmagee7@verizon.net


 
 

Pastor Marie's office hours are: 
Tuesday at Bethany from 9 to 3 

Wednesday at Bethel from 9 to 3 
 
 

  
    

 

Our next church breakfast will be on Saturday 
December 3rd.  Breakfast will be served from 
8:00am until 11:00am.  We need volunteers to help 
cook and serve.   Please come and help if you can 
but if you can’t help, be sure and come to eat and 
bring your family and friends.  
 
 
 

 
 

Please keep these members in your prayers and 
send them a card if you are able.   

 
Jo An Brooks 
% Manor Hills Adult Care 
Skilled Nursing Care Wing – Room 328  
4192 Bolivar Road Wellsville, NY  14895  

 
Skip Robinson  
1262 Indian Creek Road 
Eldred, PA 16731 
(814) 225-3341 
 
Hilda Prosser  
% Cuba Memorial Hospital 
Nursing Home – Room 238W 
140 West Main Street 
Cuba, NY 14727  
(585) 968-2000 Ext. 712  

 
 

In Memory of Ted Scott 
 
Norman & Wilda Miller 
Rick & Shelley Sassaman 
Sandra Scott 
Skip and Beverly Robinson 
Kurt and Caroline Miller 
Bob and Ruth Brewer 
Mark and Cheryl Welles 
An Anonymous Friend 
Cattaraugus County Counselors Association 
Domnick & Bertha Capito 
Richard and Mary Margaret Follett 
Dresser-Rand Employee Trust Association 
Nancy Renner & Joseph Hartwig 
Stephen & Rita Blehar 
Rick & Nannette Giberson 
Gary & June Murray 
Jon & Amy Giberson 
Bill & Judy Graves 
Warner & Joan Johnson 
Lawrence & Karen Welty 
Betty Papas  
Raymond & Sheila Groom 
Cliff & Marge Nix  
Paul & Elizabeth Hanson 
Mary Ann Dubots  
Connie Smith-Matteson  
 

   



NOVEMBER 2016 
 

 
Wo rship Servants  

 

Lectors: 
 

Nov. 6éééééééHaedyn Brewer 
 

Nov. 13............Connie Smith-Matteson 
 

Nov. 20éééé..ééé.Doug Ploetz 
 

Nov. 27éééé.éé..Dakota Brewer  
 

 
 

 

Prayer Leaders: 
 

Nov. 6éééééééLinda Scott   
 

Nov. 13éééé...é..Ruth Brewer 
 

Nov. 20éééConnie Smith-Matteson 
 

Nov. 27éééééé.June Murray  
  

 

Worship Servants  
(For the entire month) 

 

Acolyte……………….……Dakota Brewer 

 

Communion Assistants..........June Murray  

and Ariel Kile 
. 

Usher/s……………………………..…Gary Murray 
 

Altar Guildéééééé.ééRuth Brewer  

 

Mail Greeter …………………Caroline Miller  
 

Bread Bakers………………..….…….Ron Kile  
 

 
 

 1---Matt Smith  

3ðCheryl Warner 

14ðJoan Rosell, Kurt Miller 

17---Lorena De Asis  

19ð Victoria Rice 

20----Grace Jane Giberson  

21ðJoey Blicharz 

24ðKendra Linn 

25ðEric MacPherson 

28ðLeah Doty 

29ðCarly Keenan, Terri Ploetz 

        Connie Smith-Matteson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

10thðBob & Cheryl Warner 

15th ---Keith and Rain Fahnestock  

26th ðCliff & Marge Nix 

 
 

 



BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH CALENDAR -NOVEMBER 2016   
 

 

 

 

Saturday, Nov 5th              8:00am-11:00 The Church Pancake Breakfast  

 

 

Sunday, Nov 6th  ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  

     9:00am- Worship with Fellowship time following 

        10:15am- Sunday School            

 

 

Sunday, Nov. 13      TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

9:00am – Worship with Fellowship time following  

         10:15am – Sunday School  

              

 

Thursday Nov 17th        7:00pm Church Council Meeting  

 

 

 Sunday, Nov. 20th    CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY    

       9:00am- Worship with Budget Meeting to follow    

      10:15am – Sunday School  

 

 

Thurs. Nov 24th                      HAPPY THANKSGIVING  

 

 

Sunday, Nov. 27th               THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   9:00am- Worship with Fellowship time following 

        10:15am- Sunday School   

      
 

Sunday, Dec. 4th         THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

     9:00am – Worship with the Annual Advent dinner following  

            10:15 am – Sunday School  
 
 
 
 
 

The monthly offering for November will be going to Portville Food Pantry  
 



 

 

 

Connect God with the Good Things in Your Life*  
 

They will receive blessing from the Lord. . . .  —Psalm 24:5 (NIV)  

It’s easy to feel gloom and doom when you’re dealing with a difficult life situation. These 
feelings were heightened when I was driving home alone from a meeting and dark 
thunderclouds were blocking the last light of sunset. Then, as I drove around a curve, there 
was an unexpected break in the clouds. In this little piece of freshly revealed horizon, the sun 
was setting in all its glory, in vibrant pinks, deep purples, and bright golds. How beautiful! I 
thought. I needed that.  

Then I wondered, Could God have sent it to me? I shook my head. Don’t be silly. It’s just a 
weather pattern. Nothing more.  

I remembered something my sister said the last time we got together. When Susan discovered 
a few yards of gold fringe at a bargain price in a thrift store, she exclaimed, “I receive that!” It 
seemed like an unusual thing to say, so I asked her what she meant. “It’s my way of connecting 
God with good things that come my way,” she answered. “It’s different from just thanking Him 
for them. I’m actively accepting it and believing that it’s an unexpected gift God sent specially 
to me.”  

I blinked at the sunset between the black clouds and said three simple words: “I receive that.” 
Precisely at the moment, I experienced a feeling of being favored by God, Who intimately 
loves me and sends me good things even during the darkest times.  

Today, God, when I confront something ordinary that warms my heart, help me to declare, “I 
receive that!” knowing it is a token of Your care. Amen.  

 

 
*Taken from a Guidepost article  



We were privileged to participate in the recent Baptism of Michael, Matthew and 
Melissa Fahnestock.    What a major blessing!!!! 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 



Thanks so much to the Kiles (especially Ron) for the beautiful job he did on the new counter in 
our kitchen.  We will be forever grateful.  Bless you.   

 

 
 

 

 

 



FUTURE MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 

SCHEDULED 

 
 

 

BUDGET MEETING  
Sunday, Nov. 20th  Following the worship service we will be having our 

Budget meeting.  Please try and make plans to attend 

this important meeting.  Thank you.  
 

 

THE GIFT TREE  

 
The Stewardship committee is once again sponsoring the “Gift Tree through 

Interfaith Caregivers. Please let Nannette know how much you would like to 

donate. We will take donations through November 6th. Ruth Brewer is going to 

sponsor a Chili Supper fundraiser to help support this.  The date of the supper will 

be October 27th from 4:00pm-7:00pm.  The cost is $7.00 per person. 

We have set the date of Friday evening, November 18th as our shopping trip and 

wrapping time. We will meet at the K-Mart in Olean at 6:00pm and begin the 

Christmas shopping evening.  We invite you all to participate in the venture.  

It’s a lot of fun!!!  
 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

It may seem a little early to be planning this, but Christmas time is creeping up on 

 us.  We are scheduling our Christmas Caroling time for Sunday afternoon on  

December 11th.   Everyone is welcome to join us.  You don’t need to be choir 

 member or even good singers to have a great time.  

It is so rewarding to see how much we are appreciated by the people we sing to.  

Please make time in your schedule to come and join us. We are giving you plenty of  

notice to get your voices ready!! 



The Southwestern Conference Women of the ELCA will be holding an Advent Gathering, Saturday, December 

3rd at Christ Chapel, Lutheran, Jamestown. I will be sending you the flyer, but for now here is the info for your 

November newsletters: 

Women of the ELCA 

Southwestern Conference 

presents 

The Sounds of the Season 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 

at 

Christ Chapel, Lutheran 

715 Falconer Street 

Jamestown, New York 14701 

9:30 AM 

Continental Breakfast 

RSVP Deadline ï November 21, 2016 

Call Stephanie Buccola ï 665-4221 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


